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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Reasons For Choice of Subject 

During the las t two years, the author in the course of 

f u l f i l l i n g class requirements in the Department of Sociology 

made a series of investigations into the soc ia l , economic, 

and p o l i t i c a l aspects of several towns and v i l l ages in Utah 

and Idaho. As a resul t , an interest developed in the process 

of social change within the social structure. Therefore, as 

a thesis problem, a community study of a small Mormon v i l l age 

analyzing social change in the insti tutions and mores was 

selected. 

Selection of Vil lage for Study 

For the subject of the study i t was decided to use a 

small homogenous Mormon v i l l a g e , located in Utah County, and 

having a population of less than one thousand. I t should 

be so isolated from the main currents of county trade and 

travel as to permit the development of a dis t inct community 

personali ty. Goshen f u l f i l l s these requirements. I t has 

the special advantage of being one of the oldest v i l l ages In 

the county. I t is quite d is t inc t ive also in that i t has had 

contacts with non-Mormon groups engaged in mining a c t i v i t i e s 



www.manaraa.com

UTAH COUNTY UTAH 
IN SeCT'ONS II It. 14A 14 

TIOS *l~H»fSLB*m 
ctmri p i cm rr. 

Slafm mi Vfmm i 
Com*ly mi Ofnm I 

• V ' * IM'» r/m,,i,< a** »mys f*m* *• it atCtmil t*m>*m,- . 
a**Html at mmj '*# tm'trnji film, Tamm at «•>*•« 
V « t » « i rift***—* » t ' * • ' ' • ' • » 
/• rmpfim-** i** »4r,mi- a** t**aiat»§. •** mm",,m 

mf la** *>iim *mr am**'4m,p ">»n+* at « n w w < o ' ##>J 

ft m>\t w% % m** ommw,jm • p w*4,r mttmr mm-' :> • 4j 0m$ 

I am* # » » . c » i'mmlm*m* framttmm mm m,m,m slrmm4 

tmmrmfrmm. 7+mt in, mum " c,,rmt4lv *> '*» • » . « » • « • • * ' 

Citil t*m*mmr 
Sum--- •,*•••* t*mr* *m t,tt>., • « M m v » « y 

P L A T E 1 

• * 3 o t u r i o n 

mCS'i* ur,m -mi u, <v?t 

•m ^..f^Jr J " i 0 l ¥ r o " * * ' « " "virus or r*r r r „ , 

i l L . 1 j " ' - ° • " « " » « • ' ** mm* / * « m <J * « r « 
*J •J"^'*' « " **>• m4*,^,vt mm, mt I*. Tm*„ ml «»*«/ 

'ey«/ /y - „ r „ , n 4 i all iltmmfi merit 

' , , J J ? ' . " « • » " • • « » ' « C « J . . , 1 . / 

* * « 4 « ' < am*;/j. S,-r.~.' T^m^n,-7-T 
* r * ' *''*"'* » * ' « * >meJm*mj mil tmm lmf> »/*, . 

S' 'T* °*""'~r <» mtt <+m cm,, j/Z.A *' 

a ^ ^ J ^ m m t T " M "> ~>~*~'y 
T » « s t a r s rmim'm'.m* « « j „ » , r . ^ , . r f # ? ^ , f r m v - c 

\fmmi —>m f . « 
4i It* mt* mil 
ttm* an* mil » 

ill I., 

, tUiiK.mr Cl;A .( 44. a*m,* 
o4 lf-fimmt il 4mm rim* ,/mmimmm 

file:///fmmi


www.manaraa.com

2 

through most of i t s his tory. 

Statement of Problem 

The problem may be stated thus: What changes have taken 

place in the social structure of Goshen since i t s foundation? 

I t w i l l be the purpose of this thesis to analyze the workings 

of social change in Goshen. There w i l l be no attempt made to 

discuss the theory of social change 

Previous Work in the Field 

As thinking men of every nation and age have pondered 

over the problems of social change, there has come into ex i s t 

ence an extensive and ever expanding l i te ra ture on the subject. 

Just a beginning has been made in the social study of the 

Mormon community. Hunter has traced the history of Mormon 
P 

colonizat ion, and Nelson has treated the social origins of 

the Mormon v i l l age and has made social surveys and community 

studies of Escalante, Ephraim, and American Fork, 4 Bradford 

"*"For a good discussion of the theory of social change 
see N. L. Sims, The Problem of Social Change, (New York: Thomas 
Y. Crowell Co. , 1939.) 

2 Mil ton R. Hunter, Brigham Young the Colonizer, (Inde
pendence: Zion ! s Printing and Publishing Co. , 1945.) 

3 
Lowry Nelson, "The Mormon Vi l l ages : A Study in Social 

Origins ," Proceedings of the Utah Academy of Sciences, 111 
(1930), 11-37. 

4 
Nelson, Brigham Young University Studies, 1-4, (Provo: 

Brigham Young University Press, 1925-1938.) 



www.manaraa.com

3 

completed an intensive study of Salem,5and the Utah Experiment 

Station has issued an excellent series of bulletins on social 

and economic conditions of Utah counties and communities. 

Organization of Thesis 

To better f a c i l i t a t e the treatment of data, the thesis 

is divided into eight chapters. The f i r s t , second, and third 

are concerned respectively with the def ini t ion of the problem, 

the physical environment, and the social development; the 

fourth, f i f t h , and s ixth , with population, economic structure, 

and social organization; the seventh with the processes of 

social change; and the eighth with general conclusions and 

recommendations for further study. 

Sources of Information 

Information for this thesis has been gathered from church, 

county, s ta te , and municipal records, from unpublished manu

scripts and d ia r ies , and from personal observations and inter

views. Every family in Goshen was interviewed with the exception 

of ten {.7% of the tota l number of families in the v i l l a g e ) . 

A schedule used to co l l ec t data was drawn up after 

5 
Dwight Sanderson, Rural Sociology and Rural Social Organ-

Iza t ion , (New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc . , 1942.) 
6 
Utah A. E. S. Bulletins 232, 269, 274, 288, 317, 321. 
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consultation with the Department of Sociology. A copy of i t 

and of the thesis outline may be found in the appendices. 

Definit ion of Concepts 

The main soc io logica l concepts used are defined below. 

Other concepts used w i l l be defined in the particular chapters 

in which they are introduced. 

Community.--The terms community, town, and v i l l age are 

used interchangeably to refer to Goshen. No other meaning is 

intended. 

Concept.--A socio logica l concept is the abstraction of 

the meanings of an entire group of specif ic facts about human 

interact ion. 

Church.--This term without qualifying adjectives means 

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, commonly 

cal led the Mormon Church. 

Cultural Traits.--The simplest functional units into 

which a culture is divided for purposes of ana lys i s . 8 

Cultural Pattern.—The arrangement or configuration of 

the culture t ra i t s and culture complexes that make up a 

7 
Emory S. Bogardus, Contemporary Sociology, (Los Angeles 

University of Southern California Press, 1932.) 
8Henry P. ^a i rchi ld , Dictionary of Sociology, (New *ork: 

The Philosophical Library, 19T47T 
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9 part icular culture at any given t ine ." 

Institution.—An enduring, complex, integrated, organ

ized behavior pattern through which social control is exerted 

and by means of which the functional social desires or needs 
10 

are met. 

Mores . - -Tradi t ional definit ions of the basic social 

structures and relationships of society that a given society 

regards as essential to i t s s t ab i l i t y at a given time and 

place • ^ 

Soclal Change.—The social structure is subject to 

incessant change, growing, decaying, finding renewal, accommo

dating i t s e l f to every variant condition and suffering vast 

modifications In the course of time. This process of change 
12 

is cal led social change. 

Social Qrganization.--The organization of a society into 

sub-groups, including in part icular , those based on differences 

in age, sex, kinship, occupation, residence, property, p r i v i l e g e , 

authority, status, e t c . . 1 3 

9 I b i d . , p . 83. 
1 0 I b i d . , p . 157. 
i : L I b i d . , p . 199. 
12 

R. M. Maclver, Society, A Textbook of Sociology, (NewYoi 
Parrar & Rinehart, Company, Inc . , 1937.) p. 391 

1 3 F a i r c h i l d , op. c i t . , p . 287 
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Social Structure.—The established pattern of internal 

organization of any social group. I t involves the character 

of the sum tota l of the relationships which exis t between the 

members of the group, with each other, and with the group 

i t s e l f . I t is the total body of culture of a society or group 

into constituent elements such as folkways, mores, cultural 

complexes, ins t i tut ions, and b e l i e f s . 1 4 

Status.--Posit ion of an individual or group in the 

community. I t represents the posit ion of an individual or 

group with relat ion to the to ta l socie ty . I t is the rating 

that one is given by other members of one's group or by 

society in general . 1 ^ 

Submarglnal.—Under the minimum allowing adequate 

economic return. 1 ^ 

l 4 I b i d . , p.295. 
15 

Ralph Linton, The Study of Man, (New York: D. Apple ton-
Century Co. , 1936.) p . TT3". 

1 6WCD, Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. 
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CHAPTER I I 

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

General Description 

Prom Santaquin on the main state highway, the road to 

Goshen runs through a series of sere brown h i l l s to enter 

the val ley of Goshen. The eastern l i d is green with the 

scattered farmsteads of Genola made frui tful by water from 

the Strawberry I r r iga t ion Projec t . Prom here the terrain 

drops sharply through sal t grass pastures and white patches 

of a lka l i reaching to the edge of the community i t s e l f to 

the dusty oasis of Goshen and continuing westward i t then 

rises slowly to the somber dull-gray and brown of the East 

Tint ic Mountains. The r e l i e f is strongly marked by the crest 

of the range attaining an alt i tude of over eight thousand 

feet above sea l eve l and th i r ty - f ive thousand feet above the 

va l ley f l o o r . 

The va l ley of Goshen is a long open depression cradled 

between the sharply eroded East Tintic Range on the West and 

George Warren Tower, and George Otis Smith, "Geology 
and Mining Industry of the Tintic D i s t r i c t , Utah, 19th Annual  
Report (1887-98), Part I I I Economic Geology, U. S. Geological 
Survey. ( S t i l l one of the most authoritative reports on the 
geology of the Tintic D i s t r i c t . ) 
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l 8 I b i d . 

the f i r s t low foo th i l l s of the Wasatch Mountains on the east . 

From the north, the val ley gently rises from the shores of 

Utah Lake to a transverse spur of the East Tintic Range 

extending circular shaped south, north and eastward around 

the va l l ey . 

I t is a typical Great Basin va l ley more or less f i l l e d 

with gently sloping a l luv ia l deposits derived from the 

surrounding mountains. The central area of the va l ley is 

covered with hundreds of feet of s i l t and clay deposited by 

ancient Lake Bonneville of which Utah Lake is a present day 

fresh water remnant. The va l l ey , as is true with most Great 

Basin Val leys , represents a down faulted portion of the Great 
•Q , 18 Bas in• 

Climate 

The climate is arid to semi-arid. The mean annual pre

c ip i ta t ion for Elberta (four miles from Goshen in the same 

va l l ey with similar conditions) is 10.66 inches over a th i r ty-

f ive year period. For comparison, the mean annual precipi ta t ion 

records for several near by towns are here-in included. Santa-

quin seven miles from Goshen has a mean annual precipi ta t ion 

of 17.67 inches. 

The summer months of June, July, and August are the 
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months of least precipi ta t ion, and spring and winter are the 

periods of highest prec ip i ta t ion . Most of i t in winter is 

in the form of snow. 

The mean annual temperature at Elberta over a th i r ty -

four year period is 68.5, varying from a maximum of 109 to 

a minimum of -29. Santaquin has a mean annual temperature 

of 61. with a maximum of 103 and a minimum of -19. At Provo, 

the mean annual temperature Is 72.1 with a maximum of 110 
19 

and a minimum of -35. 

Sunny weather predominates during the year with frequent 

cloudy days in winter and early spring. Winds of high ve loc i ty 

seldom occur, but hot drying winds of moderate ve loc i ty are 

quite common in summer. Fogs occur infrequently generally 

last ing very short periods of time during the summer months. 

Thunder showers are common during the summer and are some

times occompanied by ha i l , which at times causes minor damages 

to crops. Low humidity prevails during most of the year. 

No evaporation reports are available for the area, but 

evaporation over most of the state is high. At the Sevier 

Bridge Dam, f i f t y - f i v e miles south, the evaporation averages 

about s ix ty inches annually. The average growing season 

19 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, Climate and Men, 

Yearbook of Agriculture, Vol . I (Washington: Government 
Printing Of f i ce , 1942), pp. 1147-1158 
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enjoyed by Goshen is one hundred and thir ty-four days (from 

the las t k i l l i n g frost in the spring to the f i r s t k i l l i n g 
20 

frost in the f a l l ) . 

Natural Resources 

Water,—The major portion of the water supply as is 

typical of most Utah communities is derived from snow fa l l ing 

on the higher e levat ions . The snow f a l l begins to accumulate 

in la te October or early November and starts melting on the 

watershed in A p r i l . The snow f ie lds act as storage reser

voirs of water prec ip i ta t ion , and melting releases i t for 
21 

culinary and i r r iga t ion uses in summer. 

The largest source of water is Currant Creek, the only 

perennial flow of water in the v a l l e y . Currant Creek forms 

the lower end of the Salt Creek drainage. Salt Creek rises 

on the eastern slope of Mount Nebo In the Wasatch Range and 

flows in a southwesterly direction to Nephi. Here i t takes 

a northerly course and as Currant Creek passes through the 
22 

h i l l s into Goshen va l l ey , f ina l ly draining into Utah Lake. 
The water is stored in the Nebo Reservoir located at 
20 

U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics, Water F a c i l i t i e s  
Area Plan for the Nebo Area, Utah, (Washington: Government 
Printing Office 1942). 

2 1 I b i d . 
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Ib id . 

the head of Currant Creek Canyon. The reservoir is fed by 

large springs near Mona and by return seepage of water 

from Sal t Creek through the meadow lands in lower Juab 

val ley which are i r r iga ted by water from Salt Creek. Currant 

Creek receives water by release from the reservoir augmented 

by a flow of water from springs in the canyon. About 15,000 

acre-feet per year can be depended on in nine out of ten 

years,23 

The water rights on this stream as with many streams 

in Utah are l e g a l l y quite complicated and are s t i l l in a 

process of adjustment. Pr ior water rights are owned by the 

Goshen I r r iga t ion and Canal Company as they were the f i r s t 

to use the water in 1857. Before the construction of the 

Nebo Reservoir in 1897 by groups interested in bench lands 

near Elberta, Goshen used a l l the water. Because of the 

reservoir aid interferance with the primary r ights , much 

f r ic t ion developed between Goshen and Elberta which f i n a l l y 

led to l i t i g a t i o n . The state courts by the Morgan and 

Hanson Decrees in 1913 and 1929 appointed a commissioner to 

administer the stream. Goshen is guaranteed a specif ied 

flow of water for each month in the year. Any surplus is 
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turned over to Elberta. Goshen is not permitted to store 

water in the reservoir . This issue s t i l l creates consider-
24 

able f r i c t ion between the two communities. 

Recently Salt Lake City f i l e d suit against a l l the 

water users on streams normally tributary to Utah Lake includ

ing the users of Currant Creek water. This matter is s t i l l 

before the courts, but, as a l l water is now l e g a l l y appropriat

ed in Goshen with none reaching Utah Lake, the Goshen people 

feel l i t t l e concern. 

The Goshen I r r iga t ion and Canal Company distributes 

water according to shares held by i t s members. There are 

1400 shares of Class A stock and 280 shares of Class B stock. 

One share of Class A I r r igates an acre, and one share of 

Class B i r r iga tes f ive acres. Class A water is delivered 

during the whole growing season and Class 5 water in the f a l l 
25 

and spring. There is a total of 4,200 acres i r r iga ted . 

A flow of water from a number of hot springs near the 

eastern rim of the va l ley provides the other source of supply. 

These springs emerge at the base of a steep limestone ridge 

and have a total annual flow of aoout 5,800 acre f e e t . 

This water contains some sodium chloride and is s l i g h t l y 

injurious to vegetation. I t is controlled by the Goshen 

Warm Springs I r r iga t ion and Canal Company and is used to 
24 

Ib id . 
2 5 I b i d . 
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U. S. Department of Agricul ture, op. c i t . , p . 193 
27 

2 6 

i r r iga te In fe r io r land such as pasture and meadow. 

In Utah, population concentrates where mountain waters 

meet the deseret val ley s o i l s . Without i r r iga t ion water, 

many of the towns and v i l l ages of Utah could not ex i s t . To 

i l lus t ra te this one might examine the population density 

studies of the Wasatch Front which information was obtained 

in 1941 before the increase of population in this area 

growing out of industr ial izat ion encouraged by war a c t i v i t y . 

From Santaquin in the south to the northern end of Cache 

County on the north, an area from two to ten miles wide by 

one hundred and s ixty miles long, containing about one 

thousand square miles or 1*2% of the total land area of Utah 

has a population density of three hundred and th i r ty-e ight 

persons per square mile , while in the state as a whole the 
27 

population density is only 6.2 per square mile . 

Soils .—Sloping up from the shores of Utah Lake is a 

s o i l cal led the Salt Lake Loam containing considerable quantities 

of very fine sand. This formation is from one to two feet thick. 

I t is under-lain by coarser sand and has very poor drainage. 

I ts or ig in is lake sediments considerably modified by wind 
26 

Ib id . 
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and stream erosion. Most of i t is alkaline and good for 
28 

pasture only. 

The whole central area of the va l ley is covered with 

the Jordan Loam, a loamy so i l three feet in depth and under

la in by a s t i f f tenacious c lay. This is the best ag r i 

cultural so i l in Goshen and l ike the rest Is derived from 
29 

lacustrine deposits modified by stream and wind action. 

Small areas of Salt Lake Sand consisting of egg 

shaped par t ic les occurring six feet or more in depth are 

found in dunes along the west side of the v a l l e y . They are 

derived from the break up of a lime hardpan and are with-
30 

out agricultural importance. 

A land c lass i f ica t ion map of Utah County reveals that 

there is no Class One land (good farming land) near Goshen 

except for several small areas along the banks of Currant 

Creek. There is some Class Two, ( f a i r farming land) but 

most of the land is non-arable c lass i f i ed as Class Four, 

(abandoned land) Class F ive , (range land) and Class Six 

(waste l and) . 
2 8Edom Dennis, and George A. Hansen, "Soils of Utah 

County", Unpublished Manuscript, State Historical Society, 
Salt Lake Ci ty . 

2 9 I b i d . 
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Most of Goshen val ley fa l l s into two vegetable zones. 

The val ley f loor is within the Salt Deseret Schrubs Zone which 

is marked by shadscale, greasewood, and kochia with shadscale 

as the dominant species. The soi l s in this zone are fine 

textured alkaline soi ls which indicate regions in which agr i -
31 

culture is carried on with d i f f i c u l t y . 

The other zone is the Northern Deseret Shrubs and Pigmy 

Forest Zone which takes in roughly areas in elevation ranging 

from four thousand to f ive thousand feet above sea l e v e l and 

is characterized by sage brush and on the heavier alkaline 

so i l s by rabbit brush. Sage brush usually indicates valuable 

agricultural land. c 

In summary, most of the land around Goshen is submargin-

al because of waterlogging, a lka l i prec ip i ta t ion , and lack of 

i r r iga t ion water. Much of the f a i r l y good land is useless, 

since i t is above the high l ine canals. The range land has 

been moderately to severely damaged by erosion caused by 

overgrazing.33 
31 

•"•Utah State Planning Board, Progress Report;1935, 
(Salt Lake City: State Printing Of f i ce , 1936). 

3 2 I b i d . 
5 3 I b i d . 
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CHAPTER I I I 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF GOS:"EN 

Characteristics of Mormon Colonization 

The Mormon se t t lers were characterized by a remarkable 

willingness to follow those placed in authority over them. 

Their system of colonization developed a group of strong 

leaders and a people who with intense fervor attempted to 

carry out the advice of their superiors. I t was this 

intense unity and cooperation which helped to make Mormon 

colonization one of the most successful, thoroughly organ

ized, and systematically executed colonial projects in the 
34 

history of the United States. 

The dominant figure through out the colonization period 

was Brigham Young, the second President of the Church. 

Lines of authority led from his o f f i ce through divis ional 

leaders to the most remote settlement. I t is impossible to 

over-estimate his influence over the members of the Church. 
— -

Hunter, op. c i t . , p . 55. 



www.manaraa.com

17 

They obeyed him, respected him, admired him, and what is 

more, loved him. His word was respected as law through the 

Great Basin, and he watched over and worked for the welfare 
35 

of his people scattered through-out i t s arid spaces. 

When he v i s i t ed a colony, i t was a day of re jo ic ing and 

celebration. Throngs hovered about his carriage to encourage 

him to stay longer In their v i l l a g e s . Very few leaders in 

the history of America have been so intensely adored as was 

Brigham Young. He s t i l l l i v e s in myth and legend in the 

c i t i e s and towns that he founded. 3^ 

During the early and most active periods of Mormon 

colonizat ion, Church leaders divided the areas selected for 

settlement into divisions over which strong men often 

members of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles were placed with 

responsibi l i ty to colonize . Under them were bishops of wards 

and presidents of stakes. The bishops were the men who 

actually pioneered the establishment of colonies . Usually 

before each group l e f t Salt Lake Ci ty , President Young 
selected a man of experience and with a marked degree of 

37 
leadership to ordain as bishop. 

The bishops directed the people in their spir i tual and 

35 
Ib id . 

3 6 I b i d . 
37 

Ib id . 
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material a c t i v i t i e s . Under their direction c i t i e s were bu i l t , 

lands divided, roads and bridges bu i l t , canals excavated, 

land i r r iga ted , churches established, and the work of colon

iz ing was carried on. 3® 

As the colonies multiplied about a key settlement 

within a part icular area, an outstanding leader was chosen 

as stake president to preside over the settlement and i t s 

s a t e l l i t e v i l l a g e s . He and his two counselors acting under 

the direction of central Church Authorities governed the 
39 

Saints and ministered to their needs. 

When a new colony was to be founded, i t s membership was 

carefully selected. Groups of families were cal led as 

missionaries to se t t l e the new area. The colonizers went 

with the understanding that they were to remain in the new 

colony until released by the Church. When a settlement was 

firmly established, many of the successful pioneers might 

be recal led to lead other groups to new colonies . 

A balanced company of industrial and agricultural work

ers was always organized. Brigham Young's po l icy was to see 

that each colony was provided with the various craftsmen need-
41 

ed to make the colony s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t . 
38 

I b i d . , p.59. 
39 

Ib id . 
40 

I b i d . , p . 61. 
4 1 I b i d . , pp. 61-62. 
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Most of the Mormon co:;imunities were l a id out on a 

common pattern based upon the "Plat of the City of Zion 

f i r s t proposed by Joseph Smith, the founder of the Church. 

The plan cal led for a rectangle one mile square divided into 

blocks of ten acres. Each block was surveyed into half-acre 

l o t s , allowing twenty houses to the block. The streets were 
42 

eight rods wide and intersected each other at r ight angles. 

Colonization of Utah Valley 

On March 23, 1850, President Young and several other 

high Church authorities decided to lay out a c i t y in Utah 

Valley to be cal led Provo. Fort Utah supplying the nucleus 

for the settlement had been established a year oefore. 

Several groups of colonists were sent from Salt Lake City 

to reinforce the or ig inal se t t le rs and assist in founding 

Provo. A new s i te was selected two miles up the r ive r from 

the fort on higher ground. 4 3 

The settlement prospered as industries developed 

rapidly, and more immigrants arrived from Salt Lake Ci ty . 

Text i le m i l l s , g r i s t m i l l s , tanneries, po t te r ies , cabinet 

shops, and fisheries provided employment and cared 

for the needs of the inhabitants. As there was then no 
4? 
^Joseph Smith, History of the Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-Day Saints, ed. by B. H. Roberts, (Salt lake City: 
Deseret News Press, 1927), Vol . I , pp. 357-358. 

43 
Hunter, op. c i t . , p. 221. 
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outstanding Church leader l i v i n g in Provo, the inhabitants 

peti t ioned Brigham Young to place Apostle George Albert 

Smith in charge of the settlement of Utah V a l l e y . 4 4 

Within a year American Fork, Lehi , Pleasant Grove, 

Spr ingv i l l e , Payson, and Alpine were a l l colonized under 

the direct ion of George Albert Smith thus f i l l i n g the 

northern part of the va l ley with thriving settlements. 

Also in the same period of time, colonies were established 

on a l l the important canyon streams in Utah Valley south of 

Provo. Besides Spr ingv i l l e , Spanish Fork was colonized. In 

1851, Palmyra, Salem and Santaquin were occupied . 4 5 

From these colonies , herds of ca t t le and sneep were 

driven under guard to graze in the neighboring va l l eys . 

One of the prominent men of Payson, Phineas W. Cook, noticing 

the apparent richness of Goshen va l ley sought permission of 
46 

Brigham Young to colonize i t . 

History of Goshen 

Cook, one of the experienced pioneers of the Church 

came west with Brigham Young's own family and helped se t t le 

Salt Lake Ci ty . From there he was cal led to pioneer the 

44 
I b i d . , p . 223 

4 5 T K . , Ib id . 
4 6 I b i d . , pp. 224-225 
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settlement of Payson. Within a short time, he led a group 

to L i t t l e Berry and upon the establishment of the settlement 

obtained permission to return to Payson. In 1857, he co lo 

nized Goshen and in 1860 was recal led back to Salt Lake City 
47 

and sent in 1863 to colonize Bear Lake Val ley . 

In the f a l l of 1857, Cook with a small party started 

to build a dam across Currant Creek. The next spring twenty-

f ive families were sent to Goshen by Church Leaders from 

Salt Lake Ci ty , Provo, Payson, and Pleasant Grove. The 

group constructed a small for t of mortar, rock and poles 

in the bottom lands two and a half miles northwest of the 

present v i l l a g e . Dugouts were excavated for homes. The 

location was damp, and as the people suffered much from 

disease, they named their colony, "Sodom" to express their 
48 

feelings toward fever , dampness, and bad water. 

There was l i t t l e Indian trouble, as the pioneers fo l low

ed the admonition of Brigham Young that i t was cheaper to 

feed the Indians than to f ight them. in 1859 the old fort 

was abandoned. Part of the inhabitants set t led in a new s i te 
47 

"Biography of Cook", Prepared by the Daughters of the 
Utah Pioneers, (Salt Lake Ci ty , 1946). 

4 3 
"History of the Tintic-Santaquin Stake", unpublished 

manuscript in the Church Historian's Of f i ce , (Salt Lake C i t y ) . 



www.manaraa.com

22 

on a sand ridge two miles west-northwest of t:.e present v i l l age 

to get away from the swamps. They named their cluster of adobe 

houses "Sandtown". Another group from the for t moved across 

the creek several hundred yards southwest of the fo r t , and 

cal led their settlement M Mecnanicsville". However, many of 

the people l e f t the val ley in disgust and immigrated to Cache 
49 

Valley, northern Utah. 

In 1858 news of the coming invasion of Johnston's Army 

to put down an imaginary rebell ion among the Mormons against 

the Federal government reached Goshen. Men were mustered into 

the mi l i t i a to defend mountain passes and raid government supply 

t ra ins . Others were cal led to evacuate families from Salt Lake 

Ci ty , to Goshen. Some of the families stayed in Goshen strength

ening the colony and bringing a new s p i r i t of courage and enter

p r i s e . 5 0 

Johnston's Army established a permanent camp in Cedar 

Val ley, twenty-five miles from the Goshen s e t t l e r s . At f i r s t 

h o s t i l i t y and fear were f e l t toward the so ld iers , but the high 

prices paid by the army for food, forage, and timber and 

high wages for workers attracted the v i l l a g e r s . Grain and 

potatoes sold at twelve dollars a bushel, hay and straw at 

49 
Emma Huff, Memories that L i v e , (Spr ingv i l l e : Art 

Publishing Company, 1947), pp. 484-485. 
5 0 I b i d . 
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twenty-five to th i r ty dollars a ton, and workers were paid 

in horses, mules, wagons, c loth , and other needed items. 

The whole population In time became dependent upon the camp. 

However, the influence was not altogether to the good, as 

the habits of the soldiers found ready imitation among the 
51 

younger people. 

The camp gave the people of Goshen their f i r s t ready 

cash as well as a steady market. Prosperity derived from the 

commerce between the Army and the se t t le rs saved the colony 

from much suffering and perhaps from actual dis integrat ion, 

as the inhabitants before the formation of the post were 

leaving at the rate of a few families each y e a r . 5 2 

In 1660, Cook was replaced by Bishop John Pr ice , brother-

in-law to Brigham Young, who served as their bishop for th i r ty-

two years. As discontent was s t i l l r i f e , and the people were 

scattered over the va l ley in small hamlets, Price chose a 

central s i te on the bottom lands four miles from modern Goshen 

and cal led the inhabitants together. They slowly moved into 

the new colony from Mechanicsville and Sandtown except for 

several families who immigrated to Payson and Provo. The new 
5 1Andrew L. Neff, History of Utah, (Sal t Lake City: The 

Deseret News Press, 1940), p. 515. See also Hamilton Gardner, 
History of Lehi , (Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1913), 
pp. 316-317. 
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settlement was named, Lower Goshen after Goshen, Connecticut, 

birthplace of Cook . 5 3 

One of the main immigrant roads to California ran west 

of Utah Lake through Goshen and then south. Although the 

Saints were forbidden to t r a f f i c with the immigrants, much 

trade went on. The immigrants traded t i red horses, mules, 

furniture, c loth, and wagons for grain, forage, and fresh 

animals. Goshen was an outpost settlement and much went on 

that was not known to the Church Authori t ies . 

Camp Ployd was closed in 1861, and the troops marched 

east to part icipate in the C i v i l War. I t is of interest to 

note that General Albert Sidney Johnston, who accused the 

Mormons of treason, was k i l l e d as a Confederate general f igh t -
55 

ing against his country. 

The sudden withdrawal of the troops enabled the inhabit

ants of Goshen to buy goods at very low pr ices . But the 

closing of the camp destroyed their market, and plunged the 

v i l l age back to subsistence farming. Suffering increased 

and c r i t i c i sm of the Church Leaders began. Bishop Price 
56 

f i na l l y went to Brigham Young for advice. 

53 
Huff, op. c i t . 

54 
Information gathered from interviews with the oldest 

residents and from several diaries of the or iginal s e t t l e r s . 
°°Hunter, op. c i t . , pp. 342-349. 
5 6 Louisa Jensen, "history of Goshen", Unpublished manuscript 

in author's possession. 
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President Young promptly came to the v i l l a g e . He 

looked the val ley over carefully followed by a l l the people 

in their wagons. Standing on the present school s i t e , he 

lectured them severely on their frequent moves, their mur-

murings, and their rebelliousness. They were told to stay 

in one place. He said, "Your chickens have been moved so 

many times that every time they see a wagon they just turn 

over and stick their feet in the a i r to be t ied for another 
tt 57 moving." 

The Church Surveyer l a id out a new p la t , and the people 

were cal led to se t t l e there and build up a flourishing s e t t l e 

ment. They were promised "that the Lord would bless and 

prosper them i f they obeyed his commandments and followed 

their l e a d e r s " . 5 8 

L i t t l e by l i t t l e one family af ter another moved i t s 

cabin or adobe home to the new townsite. At f i r s t they cal led 

i t New Town, then Newton, and f ina l ly renamed i t Goshen. 

Danish and English immigrants were sent to Goshen from Salt 

Lake City to strengthen the colony. 3ut almost as fast as 

57 
American Guide Ser ies , Utah, A Guide to the State, 

(NewYork: hastings House, 1941). 
5 8 

Jensen, op. c i t . 
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new families came others l e f t for Cache Valley and other 
59 

colonies• 

In 1863 several small businesses were established, A 

sulphur refinery commenced operations. Magnetite iron ore 

was discovered, and plow points, shovel heads and hoes were 

made. One of the l a t e r se t t le rs opened a general s tore, and 
60 

l i t t l e by l i t t l e the v i l l age began to progress. 

In 1869 lead s i l v e r ore was discovered in the East 

Tintic Range, and miners flocked into the mountains. No 

sudden rush developed, as there was no railroad south of 

Salt Lake, and ore had to be hauled there for shipment. 

However mining camps grew up around the principal s t r ikes , 

and Goshen supplied them with meat, grain, hay, and l a b o r . ^ 

People moved in from Provo and other communities to 

engage in commerce with the miners. A business center began 

to form around the general store with the building of a 

blacksmith shop, a l i v e r y s table, another general store and 

a clothing store for women. In 1872 a smelter and a boarding 

house were constructed. In 1874 two ore furnaces were added, 

and in 1876 a leaching plant was bu i l t . The smelter, furnaces, 
59 T 

Jensen, op. c i t . 
6 0 i b i d . 

"History of the Tintic-Santaquin Stake", op. c i t . 
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and leaching plants fa i led but provided employment for sever-
62 

al years. 

Farmers began working in the mines in winter to aug

ment their income. Other farmers developed large dairy and 

beef herds to supply the camps. Stores were opened to pro

vide goods and services with thr i f ty Mormon storekeepers 

making large p r o f i t s . Teams and men hauled ore and worked 

in the mines. The population of Goshen began to increase 

rapidly, as men and their families moved into the v i l l a g e 
63 

to set up businesses or to mine. 

To supply furnaces, coke ovens opened up at Homans-

v i l l e furnishing more employment. The Utah Southern Railroad 

came south from Salt Lake City to Provo and into Juab County, 

Ore was then hauled through Goshen to a terminal at Payson. 
64 

Ore production increased rapidly. 

As the town prospered, cultural and a thle t ic clubs were 

organized. A local bal l team gained prominance as one of the 

best in the t e r r i t o ry . Two bands, one a f i f e and drum band 

and the other a brass band, played at the musicals, dances, 

and town celebrations besides serenading the v i l l agers in 

the early dawn and long evening hours. Saloons were opened 

s o l i c i t i n g patronage from both Mormon and non-Mormon. In 
6 2 I b i d . 
63jen sen, op. c i t . 
6 4 , l H i s t o r y of the Tintic-Santaquin Stake", op* c i t . 
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1891, the Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad buil t a l ine 

through Goshen from Spr ingvi l le to the mining area. I t 

connected Goshen with the settlements to the east such as 
65 

Payson and Provo. 

In 1880 a conf l ic t over water rights developed with the 

community of Mona in Juab County, and many of the leading 

c i t izens of Goshen were excommunicated from the Church be

cause they refused to accept the advice of Church Authorities 

over a proposed water settlement. The matter went to court 

and Goshen won. Some of the excommunicated men l a t e r return

ed to the Church, but many became quite b i t t e r and created 

consideraole dissension against the Church Authori t ies . 

The period from 1890 to 1900 was the most prosperous 

period that Goshen has ever known. With many small industries 

such as a sorghum m i l l , a sulphur ref inery, gr i s t and ro l l ing 

m i l l s , creameries, a steady market for agricultural products, 

and a continued high l e v e l of employment, Goshen expanded 

rapidly. The inhabitants had visions of becoming one of the 

principal communities in Utah County. Families moved in 

from other towns, and new homes and stores were bu i l t . The 

loca l people began to accumulate money, and many of the in-
67 

habitants became quite wealthy. 

6 5Jensen, op. c i t . 
6 6 I b i d . 6 7 I b i d . 
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Statement by the v i l l a g e schoolteacher. 69 

Soon after the turn of the century, Mormon coloni

zation began to flow into the Big Horn Basin, Wyoming; Into 

Alberta and Saskatchewan, Canada; and into southern Arizona. 

As the loca l land became waterlogged and crusted over with 

a l k a l i , a large immigration of farmers took place to the new 

areas. Other men, merchants and storekeepers, moved to Provo, 

Salt Lake Ci ty , Payson, and other areas to provide their 

families with better educational and social surroundings. 

Between 1900 and 1910, the population decreased over 30%. 
68 

The v i l l age entered into a slow decl ine . 

Prom 1910 to 1920 the population slowly recuperated 

and increased, as miners moved in to take the place of farmers 
who had l e f t . In a sense i t was a population replacement of 

69 

one group by another. 

in 1918, the v i l l age was incorporated to build a cu l i 

nary water system. Several hotels were ou i l t . Dairies sprang 

up to s e l l milk and cream to the mining camps and in the 

eastern communities. An e l ec t r i c l i gh t plant was bui l t by 

a loca l merchant who also established a mi l l ing company and 

a cinema. Sugar oeets were planted on the alkaline so i l s 
68 

Ib id . 
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and helped raise the income of smaller farmers. Large herds 

of beef ca t t le were bu i l t up on the public domain. T̂he 

Firs t World War, with i t s inflated demand for food brought 
. , 70 prosperity and over-expansion. 

The deflat ion of 1920 depressed prices for agricultural 

products slowly eroding away the economic base of the business 

and industrial center of Goshen. About this time an a l l 

weather highway was completed by the State which drained of f 

loca l trade to the larger commercial centers. The depression 

of 1930 was the crowning blow that almost completely destroyed 

the whole ousiness class in Goshen except for several garages 

and grocery s tores . From an independent trade center, the 

v i l l age declined to a dependent hamlet. Once the train 

scheduled regular stops every four or f ive hours, now i t has 

become a "Whistle stop" with the local depot being sold to one 

of the farmers. Goshen up to the present has never r ecovered .^ 

In the th i r t i es several mines on the east side of the 

Tintic Range around Dividend, a mining camp, increased 

70 
Related to the wri ter by several persons interested 

in local his tory. 
7 1 See Polk 's Directory of Utah County for the past 

twenty years. 
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Interviews with f i f teen leading miners and farmers. 

Interviews with municipal o f f i c e r s . 

production drawing into Goshen raining families replacing 

the business men and farmers who had l e f t . Prom almost a 

pure agricultural and trade center, Goshen developed two 

main occupational groups, farmers and miners. The l a t t e r 

l i v e in Goshen but center a l l their interests around the 
72 

mines. Goshen to them is a residential suburb. 

Today Goshen is a small rural v i l l a g e of farmers and 

miners. Alka l i and water-logging have destroyed much of 

the land basis. As a result Goshen has turned to ca t t le in 

an attempt to u t i l i z e the flooded land as meadow and pasture. 

Others are going into the mines or moving away. During the 

war, there was a tremendous Immigration of the young and old 

to the Industrial centers. Much of that loss has not been 

made up, although many families are now returning to seek 
73 

employment in the mines. 

The constant drainage of families has l e f t Goshen 

without much leadership. A result of the loss of leadership 

and vision can be seen in the refusal of Goshen farmers to 

buy the bench lands and water rights of the Elberta Project 

offered to them by the Department of Agriculture. The land 
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is the best land in the va l l ey , and both the Mormon Church 

and the Government t r i ed to get them to buy. But under the 

leadership of conservative cattlemen and older farmers, the 

people refused to buy. A banker in Spanish Fork bought up 

the proffered land and water and is now making large sums 

through renting the land as large scale farms. As water is 

constantly in short supply, he has brought court action sever

al times against Goshen to obtain more water on the charge 

that water is being used to i r r iga te in fe r ior land that could 
74 

support many families at Elberta. 

74 
-Interviews with an o f f i c i a l of the Bureau of A g r i 

cultural Economics, Department of Agriculture. 
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CHAPTER IV 

POPULATION 

Ethnic Groups 

Today the population of Goshen is quite homogenous. 

Most of the families by now are related to each other through 

blood or past inter-marriage. The basic ethnic amalgram is 

English, Danisn, and Welch. Forty percent of the schedules 

gave English as their main l ine of descent, 17% Danish, and 

11% Welch. Other groups represented are Scotch 9%, I r i sh 

&%, Swedish 7%, Pennsylvania Dutch b%, and German, French, 

Swiss, and Indian each below one percent. 

Origin of Population 

Table 1 presents the place of bir th of the population 

of Goshen by heads of household and their spouses. The farmers 

and merchants are combined under the t i t l e "Farmer" while the 

miners and other manual workers have been placed in a second 

category t i t l e d "Miner". 

The group headed "Utah County" includes a l l those born 

in Utah County excluding those born in Goshen. In the 

category, "State of Utah", f a l l s a l l those born in Utah 

outside of Goshen and Utah County. The category, "Other 
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States", includes also several individuals born In a foreign 

country, those being not numerous enough to warrant a special 

category. 

The homogeneity of the population is indicated by the 

fact that 60% of the men and 40% of the women were born in 

Goshen, and by the small percentages born outside of Utah. 

As Goshen is a mining and agricultural v i l l a g e , men outnumber 

women of native b i r th . Many women have been brought into the 

community through marriage. There seems to be very l i t t l e 

inbreeding. Farming is more s tabi l ized than mining, and 

Table 1 ref lects this in the larger number of farmers than 

miners born in Goshen. The miner total is not as large as 

i t would have been i f many of the miners were not the descend

ants of local farmers. 

The distribution of Goshen population into different 

categories as shown by Table 2 is quite interest ing. In 

general, i t follows the pattern of Utah County except that 

there is a higher percentage of dependent children up to 

fourteen years of age in Goshen than in Utah County. The 

s ignif icant drop in category "15-24" ref lec ts the loss of 

young adults migrating upon completion of high school or the 

attainment of the lega l age (18) for leaving school. I f this 

category could be broken down into f ive year periods, the 
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TABLE 1 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 
ACCORDING TO PLACE OF BIRTH 

Group Male Female 

Born in Goshen 

Total 60% 40% 
Farmer 65% 37% 
Miner 52% 43% 

Bom in Utah County 

Total 12% 17% 
Farmer 16% 17% 
Miner 7% 15% 

Born in the State of Utah 

Total 20% 29% 
Farmer 12% 32% 
Mirer 32% 28% 

Born in Other States 

Total 8% 14% 
Farmer 7% 14% 
Miner 9% 14% 
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TABLE 2 1 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OP POPULATION 
OP GOSHEN, UTAH AND OP UTAH COUNTY 

ACCORDING TO DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS 

Age Groups 

Under 5 
5-14 

15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
Above 65 
Age Not 
Reported 

Goshen 

12.09% 
23.06% 
18.98% 
15.04% 
12.65% 
7.03% 
6.04% 
4.92% 

0.19% 

Utah County 

11.10% 
22.05% 
20.48% 
14.34% 
11.07% 

8.91% 
6.52% 
5.43% 

0.10% 

U. S, Bureau of the Census, Sixteenth  
Census of the United States:1940. Population, 
Vol . I (Washington: Government Printing Of f i ce , 
1943.) p . 1083. 
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heavy loss of the young between twenty and twenty-four would 

be more evident. For the age group twenty-five to th i r ty-

four years, Goshen s l i gh t l y exceeds the average for Utah County 

re f lec t ing the number in this age group that v/ork at the mines. 

For the age group f i f t y - fou r to s ixty-four years Goshen again 

lags behind the county indicating pr ior migrations. The age 

group above s i x t y - f i v e is s l i gh t ly less in Goshen. Some of 

the aged leave Goshen for larger centers to l i v e with or near 

their children. 

TABLE 3 

AGE AND SEX RATIO 

Total Under 65, 
5 5-14 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 over 

Male 369 42 84 76 61 46 29 19 16 
Female 342 44 84 59 46 45 21 24 19 

Table 3 indicates age distribution by sex. In i t the 

heavy percentages in the dependent age categories can be 

eas i ly noted. Males predominate in the v i l l age by about 

5%. This dominan ce is pronounced from age group f i f teen to 

th i r ty-four , f i f teen to twenty-four (12%), and twenty-five 

to thir ty-four (14%), Male predominance in Goshen indicates 

the basic agricultural and mining nature of the v i l l a g e , 

as these types of communities are characterized by male 
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TABLE 4 

POPULATION GROWTH 

Census Year 

1860 
1870 
1880 
1890 
1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 
1940 

Population 

. . 294 

. . 458 

. . 394 

. . 298 

. . 645 

. . 470 
526 

. . 669 

. . 616 

"'"All information is derived from census sources. U. S. 
Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census of the United States: 
1860. Population, Vol . I (Washington: Government Printing 
Of f i ce , 1863). p . 576. Tenth Census of the United States: 
1870, 1880. Population, Vol . I (Washington: Government Print
ing O f f i c e ) . P. 353. Thirteenth Census of the United States: 
1890, 1900. 1910. Population, Vol . I l l (Washington: Govern
ment Printing O f f i c e ) , p . 872• Sixteenth Census of the  
United States: 1920, 1930, 1940. Population, V o l . T l 
(Washington: Government Printing O f f i c e ) , p . 63 

predominance. There is a tendency for females in the cate 

gory f i f teen to twenty-four to migrate. Some by early 

marriage into neighboring communities, but most of i t by 

movement of g i r l s to urban areas. Unless a g i r l marries 

upon high school graduation, her future in Goshen is not 

promising. 
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See Chapter Six of Thesis. 

The slow uneven growth of Goshen as indicated by Table 

4 re f lec ts the interplay of economic and social factors in 

the osc i l l a t ion of population. Prom 1860 to 1890, the v i l l age 

struggled for existence against lack of markets, semi-

i so la t ion , marginal land, and the hardships of a pioneer 

period. The sharp increase from 1890 to 1900 ref lec ts the 

mounting operations of the near by Tintic mines and a 

resultant influx of miners and other groups. 

The decrease between 1900 and 1910 was caused by mi

gration of part of the population to Arizona and Canada. 

Since then, the population has osc i l l a ted up and down. I t 

may have reached approximate s t a b i l i t y , but no one can 

fo r e t e l l whether i t w i l l grow or decline in the future. 

Goshen has too narrow an economic structure at present 

to sustain much beyond her present population. The optimum 

of population in regards to land and water has long been 

exceeded resulting in heavy pressure upon a s teadi ly d i 

minishing land basis. The situation is aggravated by the 

monopolistic practices of a few rich cattlemen who are buy

ing up land and water rights as fast as possible at higher 
75 

prices than the average farmer can pay. Many miners who 

now l i v e in other communities would l ike to buy home lo t s 
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in Goshen to be closer to the mines, but they are unable to 

do so because of the monopoly on land and the unwillingness 
7 6 

of the older generation to s e l l land. 

Migration 

Information was obtained during this study on one 

hundred and twenty-five individuals who had l e f t Goshen. 

Sixty-three percent stayed in Utah with 35% of this number 

moving to Salt Lake, 11% to Eureka, 9% to Provo, and 10% to 

Payson. Other communities in Utah received less than one 

percent each. Goshenites were thoroughly scattered through 

central and northern Utah. Very few of these immigrants 

migrated farther south than Nephi, c. 30 miles from Goshen. 

Of the states outside of Utah, California attracted 16% of the 

immigrants with the thirteen western and southern states 

each receiving one or two individuals. 

As can be seen from Table 3, population mobil i ty is 

heavy among the adolescent age groups. There is l i t t l e 

mobili ty among those who now l i v e in Goshen. Over 72% of 

the population covered by the schedule has l ived in Goshen 

since marriage. Of those who gave a defini te number of years 

of residence in Goshen, Table 5 gives the percentages. 
7 6 

Information obtained from interviews with twenty 
miners in Goshen and Eureka. 
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TABLE 5 

PERCENTAGE OF YEARS RESIDENCE IN GOSHEN 

Years Percentage 

1-4 34% 
5-9 26% 

10-14 9% 
15-19 7% 
20-24 9% 
24-29 4% 
30-34 3% 
30-39 8% 

There is very l i t t l e mobili ty within Goshen i t s e l f as 

can be seen from Table 6. F i f ty percent of the people have 

l i ved in one home only. The rest have moved very few times 

as the table i l l u s t r a t e s . 

TABLE 6 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION 
PER NUMBER OF RESIDENCES 

OCCUPIED PER FAMILY 

Number of Percentage 
Residences of 
Occupied Population 

2 48% 
3 32% 
4 11% 
5 7% 
6 2% 

1% is not covered in the Table. 
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Summary 

The population of Goshen is homogenous and is derived 

from a basic amalgram of English, Danish, and Welch. 

The age composition of Goshen follows the national 

trends for agricultural and mining v i l l a g e s . There is a 

heavy predominance of males in certain categories . 

There is a marked concentration of population in the 

dependent age categories . 

The population on the whole has changed very slowly 

except between 1890 and 1900 when there was a rapid increase 

due to the development of the Tintic Mines and between 1900 

and 1910 when a sudden decrease was registered caused by agr i 

cultural families moving to better farming lands. 

Of those who migrated from Goshen 63% remained in Utah 

with 35% of this number going to Salt Lake City, 11% to 

Eureka (a mining camp), 10% to Payson, and 9% to Provo. The 

remainder of the 63% have scattered through northern and 

central Utah. 

California attracted 16% of the migrants leaving the 

state with 13 other s tates, mainly western and southern draw

ing one or two persons each. 

There is l i t t l e mobili ty within Goshen. F i f ty percent 

of the population resided in only one domicile with a large 

percentage moving once or twice. 

Because of a narrow economic base, population is re

s t r ic ted in Goshen. 
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CHAPTER V 

ECONOMIC STRUCTURE 

Occupational Structure 

Out of the one hundred and twenty-nine families contact

ed in Goshen, f i f t y - f i v e or 54% earn their l i v i n g as farmers 

or stock ra isers , twenty-six families (12%) as miners, and 

the rest in a varied select ion of occupations as can be seen 

from Table 7. 

As the population is not large enough to permit a high 

degree of specia l iza t ion , many craftsmen have more than one 

trade. Quite a few who reside in Goshen such as truck dr ivers , 

plumbers and sheep shearers practise their trades in neighbor

ing communities and states. Many farmers owning small acre

ages work in the mines in winter or do common labor. Miners 

also frequently supplement their income by farming small 

plots of ground. 

Agriculture and stock raising dominate the community. 

Although most of the miners depend upon mining as their main 

source of income, yet the majority of them are sons and rela

t ives of loca l farmers and ranchers and have gone into the 

mines, as no land was ava i lab le . Many of them hope to buy 
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Hunter, op. c i t . , pp. 138-148. 

land in Goshen or in neighboring areas and become farmers. 

Agriculture 

Farming in Goshen is p rac t ica l ly l imited to submargin-

al land. The land base is l imited in extent, and water is 

scarce. Much of the good land is in danger of water

logging and a lka l i prec ip i ta t ion . The farms are usually too 

small for economical operation. Ef f ic ien t operation is made 

d i f f i c u l t by a system of tenure in which land holdings are 

divided into from three to nine different s t r ips . Each 

se t t l e r in the establishment of the v i l l a g e was given a few 

acres of i r r iga ted land, a few of meadow, and of dry land 

in non-contiguous a r e a s . 7 7 

Utah County has been divided into six special ized 

farming areas based upon types of crop specia l iza t ion, l i v e 

stock, and poultry enterprises. These six are: The Bench 

Fruit Land, the North Lake Area, the South Lake Area, the 

Santaquin Area, the Southeast Area, and the Alpine Area. 

Goshen is in the Santaquin Area. 

The Bench Fruit Land is a s tr ip of bench land running 

from Pleasant Grove south to the northern edge of the Maple-

ton Bench and then to the southeast portion of Spr ingv i l l e . 
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TABLE 7 

OCCUPATION OP HEADS OP FAMILIES IN GOSHEN 

Occupation Number 

Total 129 

Farmers and Cattlemen 55 
Mine r • 26 
Carpenters 6 
Merchants 6 
Common Laborers 5 
Sheep Shearers 2 
Machinist 2 
Truck Drivers 2 
Plumbers 1 
School Principal 1 
School Teacher 1 
School Janitor 1 
Sexton 1 
Sheep Herder 1 
Electr ic ian 1 
Bomb Inspector 1 
Widows 13 
Men Retired 4 
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^ t ah A. E. S. Bullet in , 298. (1939). 

I t is a special ized f rui t growing region. The North Lake 

Area is the land between the bench and the lake extending 

from the Jordan River to Provo and is composed of diver

s i f i e d farms, dairy, truck and poultry. The South Lake 

Area reaches from Provo to just south of Payson. Most of 

i t is close under the bench. I t is noted for poultry, sugar 

beets, peas, onions, tomatoes, general f i e l d crops, and 

some l ives tock . 

The Santaquin Area covers a l l the lands, south and 

west of the South Lake Region and is an area of extensive 

farming, meadows sugar beets, wild hay, small grains, and 

c a t t l e . I t tends more to range and l ivestock than any other 

area in the county. In fact , i t is the only area in which 

dairy farming and frui t growing are unimportant. Over 44% 

of a l l fu l l time farms are developed around l ives tock . 

General crop farms make up 48% of a l l fu l l farms, and even 

they generally have some range c a t t l e . 

The Alpine Area is the s t r ip of bench land north of the 
78 

North Lake Area and is devoted to f ru i t , dairy, and poultry. 

Livestock 

Goshen in the main therefore depends upon grains, 
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Size Number of Herds 

10-20 3 
20-30 3 
40-50 5 
60-70 2 
80-90 2 
90-100 7 
150-200 4 
350-400 2 
Above 500 2 

Total 28 

sugar beets, and a l fa l fa seed. Small herds are carried on 

National Forest Land permits during the summer. The large 

herds usually operate under the Taylor Grazing Act govern

ing use of the public domain. In the winter, cat t le are 

brought into Goshen to be grazed on the sal t grass pastures 

supplemented with grain. There are large extensions of wild 

hay land valued as winter feed. I t is the combination of 

sal t grass pastures, wild hay land, and local grain which 

makes possible large scale cat t le operations in Goshen. 

Table 8 indicates the sizes of herds operated in 

Goshen. The figures are close approximations, as during the 

interviews many farmers and farmer's wives did not know 

exactly the number of head they did own. 

TABLE 8 

SIZE OF CATTLE HERDS 
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I t should be emphasized that many farmers carry a few 

head of beef ca t t le to u t i l i z e their pasture and hay lands, 

but beef is supplementary to other cash crops. 

Several farmers and cattlemen operate large sheep 

herds. These are wintered in eastern Nevada and around Delta, 

Utah. The summer grazing grounds are in the Strawberry and 

Duchesne area. Most of them own their own summer range and 

graze the public domain in winter. 

Up to 1930 dairying was quite important with three 

to four large dair ies in operation. A creamery was then main

tained in Goshen and dairy products were sold to Eureka and 

Payson. However, state sanitary regulations, depressed prices 

in the 1930's, increased competition from more e f f i c i e n t 

herds around Provo, and the r ise in meat prices led to ihe 

destruction of the local herds. Most families keep from two 

to f ive milk cows to supply their own needs. Surplus cream 

is sold in Payson. There is one pig farm with over 100 

animals which u t i l i z e s surplus milk, grain, e t c . . Few 

farmers keep pigs or sheep. 

Livestock Management 

Livestock management at Goshen consists in keeping 

an eye on them in the mountains in the summer time and moving 

them from the summer range to winter pasture. The mountain 
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range is within the boundaries of the National Forests, and 

most of the Goshen permits are fo r the Wasatch National Forest. 

Owners of l ives tock must obtain a permit from the forest 

o f f i c i a l s to range l ivestock within the forest l i m i t s . Each 

individual is s t r i c t l y l imited as to the number of various 

kinds of l ivestock he may graze. The maximum per person is 

around 800 head of sheep and about 60 head of c a t t l e . This 

rule is at times evaded by having members of the same family 

take out permits. A grazing fee is paid annually per head 

of l ives tock . The po l icy of the National Forest administra

tion is to extend the permits to as great a number of farmers 

and stockmen as possible and to prevent monopolization by the 

larger operators such as has taken place with the public 

domain under the Taylor Grazing Act . 

Cattlemen and farmers in the Goshen area are organized 

into the Goshen Livestock Association to improve the quali ty 

of stock, exchange stray animals, provide protection against 

rust lers , and in general look af ter thei r special in teres ts . 

Goshen animals are generally sold as feeders. Buyers 

v i s i t the v i l l age in the f a l l . The bigger cattlemen s e l l 

most of their animals at the auction ring in Spanish Fork 

where higher prices are obtained. The usual markets are 
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Salt Lake Ci ty , Ogden, and the Paci f ic Coast with some sent 

to the Middle West. Price offerings at each center guide 

the marketing. Loading yards at Goshen are maintained by 

tne Cattlemen Association. 

Poultry 

Before the last war many of the smaller farmers began 

to build poultry flocks in conjunction with the Utah Poultry 

Association, a cooperative. The war raised the price of feed, 

and t:.is forced most of them out of business. At present 

there is only one poultryman In Goshen, and he operates his 

flock in conjunction with running the local beer tavern. 

Many farmers intend to re-enter the poultry business i f 

feed prices come down. Poultry raising would be ideal on many 

of the small farms around Goshen, as i t permits a high income 

enterprise on a small acre farm. 

Types of Crops 

Twenty one farmers reported hay and grain as their 

main cash crops. Both are u t i l i z ed in conjunction with c a t t l e . 

At one time there was a mil l ing company In Goshen, but the 

best wheat land became waterlogged, causing i t to go out of 

business. Very l i t t l e hay or grain is shipped out of Goshen 

at present. 

Nine farmers reported raising a l fa l fa seed as thei r 

main cash crop. This is a r e l a t i ve ly new cr?p for Goshen, 
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having been introduced during the las t ten years. Climate, 

s o i l , and other conditions are apparently suited for i t . 

The seed is marketed through a local company. 

Sugar beets were the main cash crop of eight farmers. 

They are usually raised on i r r iga ted land and thrive in semi-

alkaline s o i l . In the past, they were an important crop to 

Goshen but due to the low price of sugar in the past, high 

cost of labor, and nematode Infect ion, sugar beet acreage 

here as in many sections of Utah has, over a period of years, 

been sharply reduced. The beets are usually raised under 

contract with the Utah Idaho Sugar Company which maintains a 

plant at Spanish Fork. Potatoes and corn are raised by some 

farmers as minor crops but with l i t t l e economic Importance 

to Goshen as a whole. Most farmers raise hay, grain, beets, 

and a l fa l f a seed on i r r iga ted land. 

Farm Size and Land Tenure 

Fi f ty-e ight families reported owning farm land. In 

Goshen there are only f ive farmers operating on rented farms. 

As a rule the renters are related to the landlords. One of 

the larger land holdings is an inheritance worked in common 

by brothers. 

Table 9 shows a c lass i f ica t ion of sizes of farms in 

Goshen. The average f a l l s within the 90-100 acre category. 
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79 

Many farmers during the interviews may not have reported a l l 

the waste and range land owned. The average farm would 

probaoly include between two and three hundred acres and the 

average cult ivated acreage approximately 91 acres. Farms are 

small both in crop acreage and farm income. Twenty-seven 

percent of ohe i r r iga ted farms have less than twenty-nine 

acres, bl% less than for ty acres, and 77% less than s ixty 

acres. So i t can well be seen that most of the land is 

range and hay land quite valuable at present, to carry ca t t le 
79 

but in normal times of lower prices of l i t t l e value. 

TABLE 9 

LAND OWNERSHIP IN GOSHEN 

Number of Acres Number of Farms 

10-20 6 
30-40 5 
40-50 6 
50-60 4 
60-70 3 
70-80 2 
89-90 2 
90-100 9 
100-200 2 
200-300 4 
300-400 1 
400-500 1 
500-600 2 
600-700 2 
800-900 1 
Over 1,000 5 
Over 10,000 5 

Utah A. E. S. Bulletin 289, 1939 
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The majority of the la rger farms are thoroughly mecha

nized, and others are becoming so. Many of the smaller farms 

are too small for e f f i c i e n t operation of tractors and other 

machines• 

Farm Income 

I t is a d i f f i c u l t matter to estimate farm income. 

In a study of Goshen by the Utah Agricultural Extension the 

following facts were found for the Goshen area as shown in 

Table 1 0 . 8 0 

TABLE 10 

ANALYSIS OF FARM INCOME IN GOSHEN 

Total Cash Receipts per Farm . . $1,320.00 
Farm Income 295.00 
Labor Income 167.00 
Farm. Pr iv i leges 318.00 
Labor Earnings 151.00 

This table i l lus t ra tes the marginal posit ion of 

the average farmer in Goshen. In 1936 another study found 

that the average family earnings on d ivers i f i ed farms in 

1935 throughout Utah varied from $360.00 on general crop 

80 
Labor income is farmer's share after paying a l l farm 

expenses, farm income includes labor income plus interest on 
farmer's equity in farm. Farm pr iv i l eges include house to 
l i v e in , garden, farm products. Labor earnings are made up 
of income and farm p r i v i l e g e s . Utah A. E. S. Bulletin 289, 
(1939). 
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TABLE 11 

DISTRIBUTION OF FARM INCOME 

Income Number of Families 

Below §1,000 8 
$1,000 to $2,000 12 

2,000 to 3,000 21 
3,000 to 4,000 8 
4,000 to 5,000 2 

Above $5,000 4 

In table 11 the average annual income would f a l l 

between $2,000. and $3,000.. This is the total gross income 

81 ' ~~ 
Utah A. E. S. Bul le t in , 275, (1936). 

82 
Preliminary Report on Utah's Agriculture during the  

War Period, Utah State Agriculture Planning Commission, (1944). 

farms to $1,087.00 on dairy, poultry, and special ized Intensive 

crop combinations, the average for d ivers i f i ed farms being 
81 

#688.00 annually. In 1944 another report gave the average 

annual income per farm throughout Utah as §1,754.00. However, 

more than half the farms had incomes of less than $1,000.00 
op 

and two-fifths had Incomes of less than $600.00. The 

problem of low income is not a loca l problem but one of the 

entire s ta te . 

Table 11 shows information col lected during the Goshen 

study from f i f t y - f i v e farm families as to their annual income. 
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Examine census information on Goshen on page 38, 
Chapter IV and also the history of Goshen in Chapter I I I . 

before expenses have been taken out. Because of present eco

nomic conditions, farm income is highly inf la ted . When prices 

for farm products are lower, the submarginal position of the 

farmers is quite evident. 

Other Occupations 

As has been pointed out, mining next to farming offers 

the greatest employment to the residents of Goshen. The v i l l age 

has had an economic interest in the mines since the 'J-'intic 

mining d i s t r i c t opened up in the 1860's. To a large degree 

her prosperity and well-being is connected with the mines. 

When production is high, population increases; when production 

Is low, p o p u l a t i o n f a l l s o f f . 8 3 At f i r s t the Mormon inhabitants 

of Goshen were reluctant to work in the mines, but land became 

scarce and young men and older boys sought temporary jobs 

which for many became permanent. Many farmers now work at the 

mines in winter to augment their income, and many miners move 

into Goshen from the camps to seek better l i v i n g conditions 

for their famil ies . 

As can be seen from Table 12, the average cash income 

of the miners residing at Goshen is consideraoly higher than 

that of the farmer. However, only about 40% of the miners 



www.manaraa.com

56 

See schedule for method 
Comparison of farmer and miner is 
conveniences in this chapter. 

of obtaining information, 
found in section on modern 

have gardens and 5% cows or poultry. Thus much of what the 

farmer raises for home consumption, the miner is forced to 

purchase. In general, the farmers have much bet ter homes 

and l i v i n g surroundings. 8 4 

Not a l l the miners work as direct employed personnel. 

Many contract to mine ore for the different companies. That 

i s , they agree to de l ive r so much ore at a stated p r i ce . 

Another practice is to lease from the mine owners a certain 

area that is not being worked. A group of men w i l l lease a 

section together and s e l l ore to the smelters. I f they hi t 

a part icular ly rich spot, their income may be quite high. 

Other occupations in Goshen such as carpentry, plumb

ing, and truck-driving are quite incidental and varied. Most 

people in these categories l i v e in Goshen because they were 

born there or own real estate and work in neighboring 

v i l l ages and towns. In other sections of this thesis a l l 

other occupations are c lass i f i ed with the miners except the 

merchants and school personnel, who are placed with the farmers, 

as the semi-skilled and sk i l led workers, work in the mines 
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when pay rates are high and then at carpentry or plumbing 

when they obtain regular jobs. Their interests are almost 

wholly with the miners. The merchants and school personel 

a l l own cat t le and land except for two store owners. 

TABLE 12 

GROSS INCOME OF THE MINING FAMILIES 

Income Number of Families 

Below $1,000. 3 
$1,000. to $2,000 3 
$2,000. to $3,000 6 
#3,000. to $4,000 9 
$4,000. to $5,000 3 
Above #5,000. 2 

Trade Centers Patronized w 

Goshen at one time supplied most of the needs of i t s 

people, but the depression of the th i r t i es combined with im

proved means of communication and transportation led to the 

gradual decline of a thriving business d i s t r i c t . Goshen 

now has but four small general stores se l l ing mostly grocer ies , 

several garages, and a beer par lor . The inhabitants are 

forced to patronize other communities to sat isfy their other 

85 
A l l information on trading centers derived from 

schedule. See appendices. 
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needs• 

Goshen is located on Highway Six, an excellent a l l 

weather paved road running from Santaquin through Goshen to 

Eureka and then south to Delta and on to Ely Nevada and 

then to Cal i fornia . The v i l l age is 6 miles from Santaquin, 

12 miles from Payson, 20 miles from Spanish Fork, and 32 

miles from Provo. Improved highways provide easy access to 

various trading centers. 

The results of the schedule show a special izat ion of 

function among the dif ferent centers. The people of Goshen 

patronize the theaters at Payson about 10% more than those 

of Santaquin. However, for theatrical entertainment the 

people of Goshen often go to Provo and even to Salt Lake Ci ty . 

For dancing, they go to Eureka, Payson, and Provo in the 

order named. 

Money is banked at Spanish Fork by 90% of the people. 

Before the depression a bank at Payson handled most of the 

bank accounts, but i t f a i l e d . The present Payson bank is a 

branch of the Spanish Fork bank. The branch handles abjut 

10% of Goshen accounts. 

For i t s grocer ies , the inhabitants of Goshen fee l 

that they should patronize the loca l stores but because of 

higher pr ices , l imited var ie ty , and the desire to take a 
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ride in the evening, many of them go to Payson (55%) where 

there are m.dern self-help stores and cold storage lockers . 

Clothing is bought in Provo and Payson. The wealthier 

groups tend to buy in Salt Lake Ci ty , 48% of the inhabitants 

go to Payson, 45% to Provo, 5% to Salt Lake Ci ty , and 2% to 

Spanish Pork. Many say that they start shopping a l l the 

way from Payson to Salt Lake Ci ty . 

Furniture is bought almost exclusively in Payson with 

only 5% of the inhaoitants going to Provo or Salt Lake Ci ty . 

Parm feed is bought at the Poultry Association 

storehouse in Payson. Other farm supplies and especial ly 

machinery are bought in Spanish Fork. Spanish Fork is also 

a market for the l ivestock sold in Goshen, as i t maintains 

an auction ring. Ninety percent of the people l i s t e d Payson 

as the town that they v i s i t ed most, and 10%, mainly miners, 

l i s t ed Santaquin. 

Relations between Goshen and Payson are quite good. 

A l l the families contacted (129) stated that they received 

satisfactory treatment in Payson and prefer to shop ther i f 

they can obtain what they want. Of the businesses in Payson, 

certain specif ied ones get most of the Goshen trade. The 

proprietors of these stores secure most of the outside 

trade by friendliness and an a b i l i t y to get the items needed 
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by farmers and v i l l agers not usually carried in stock. These 

stores have become social centers where the people of Goshen 

meet the i r friends from neighboring v i l l ages and farms. 

Ninety-eight percent of the inhabitants of Goshen do 

some catalogue buying although rather ashamed to admit i t . 

They do this because of lower prices and the convenience of 

having the postman de l iver purcnases. 

Goshen is primarily within the trading zones of two 

communities, Payson and Spanish Fork and secondarily within 

those of Provo and Salt Lake Ci ty . A l l wholesale buying is 

from Salt Lake houses. Payson, furnishes grocer ies , enter

tainment, furniture, and clothing. Spanish Fork provides 

farm supplies and machinery, banking f a c i l i t i e s , and markets, 

Provo and Salt Lake supply some clothing and furniture. 

Modern Conveniences 

I t has often been said that the s p i r i t and culture 

of a community can be told by the type of homes in which i t s 

people l i v e . The conveniences and home helps that they 

surround themselves with help to understand the values and 

goals of their culture. In this modern age with i t s 

multitudinous devices to make l i f e easier and more comfort

able, e l e c t r i c i t y and power appliances perhaps can be used 

as an index to measure both the wealth of a community and 
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i t s degree of adjustment to the modern commercialized c i v i l 

izat ion of America. 

There are only six telephones in Goshen, f i ve in bus

iness firms and one in the home of the wealthiest inhabitant. 

Within the town there is l i t t l e need of telephones, as the 

v i l l age is so compact. One hundred percent of the homes are 

wired for e l e c t r i c i t y . A loca l entrepeneur back in 1920 

organized an e l ec t r i c u t i l i t y and wired a l l the houses. One 

hundred percent also have running water in the homes. Goshen 

became a municipality in the f i r s t world war in order to 

finance and to build a municipal water system. E l e c t r i c i t y and 

piped culinary water in the above instances are good examples 

of the conveniences of modern v i l l age l i v i n g . 

Of the other f a c i l i t i e s , 80% have cars, 70% have hot-

water heaters, 58% indoor t o i l e t s , 87% sewing machines, 95% 

power washers, 100% radios, 95% e l ec t r i c irons, 77% e l e c t r i c a l 

re f r igera t ion , 62% vacuum cleaners, 60% toasters, 41% waffle 

irons, and 28% e l e c t r i c a l mixers. Table 13 is included to 

more c lear ly analyze this data. 

Table 14 shows a comparison of farmers and miners 

with respect to ownership of household conveniences. Note 

especia l ly the differences as to Indoor t o i l e t s , and hot 
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water heaters which mean so much to a family. The farmers, 

constitute the group which own the land and are more l i k e l y 

to inherit permanent homes. The miners in a sense are the 

hangers-on in the community. Even though they might be in 

many cases the sons and re la t ives of the farm owning group 

they are s t i l l struggling economically for a permanent place 

in the v i l l a g e . Many of these would l ike to farm, but land 

is generally not avai lable . Others not related to the farm 

group have moved down from mining camps to give their chi ld

ren better l i v i n g conditions and have had to take whatever 

housing was ava i lab le . There are some miners and manual 

workers who want to leave Goshen for more prosperous areas 

but find i t d i f f i c u l t to leave because they have equities in 

homes which might have to be sacr i f iced . 

Housing 

The oldest houses in Goshen date back about 80 years 

and are bui l t of adobe. Indeed, the f i r s t adobe house and 

the f i r s t log cabin buil t in Goshen are s t i l l standing and 

being used for housing. Of the total number of homes in 

the v i l l a g e , 44% are of brick, 14% of adobe, 34% of frame, 

and 8% of other constructions mainly veneer over adobe. 

The majority of the frame houses were brought from abandoned 

mining camps. 
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TABLE 13 

PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION HAVING SPECIFIED 
CONVENIENCES AI\iD APPLIANCES 
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In comparing the farmers with the miners, 44% of the 

farmer homes are of brick while only 40% of the miners are, 

24% of the farmers and 39% of the miners are frame, 17% of 

the farmers and 21% of the miners are adobe. Fifteen percent 

of the farm homes are of a varied construction mainly veneer 

over adobe. 

The farmers have the most modern houses. Many miners 

do not expect to make a permanent home in Goshen and therefore 

do not see f i t to invest money in ho:..es. Others have different 

scales of values and spend money on recreation instead of on 

modern conveniences. 

The average home in Goshen is about forty years o ld . 

Only one-f i f th have central heating. The rest depend upon 

o i l heaters or coal stoves. There are nineteen e l e c t r i c a l 

ranges and one gas range. The coal range is almost universal. 

The private e l ec t r i c a l u t i l i t y did not have l ines strong 

enough to carry much power beyond l igh t ing needs. The Utah 

Power an:: Light Company recently bought the u t i l i t y . They 

Intend to provide adequate wiring for ranges and other e l ec t r i c 

f a c i l i t i e s . However, before a family can obtain high powered 

l ines i t has to buy an e l ec t r i c range from Utah Power and 

Light Company. 

Summary 

Goshen is a submarginal farming area. The land base is 
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shrinking because of waterlogging and a lka l i prec ip i ta t ion . 

Farming is the main occupation in Goshen with mining 

next. 

The average farm is between 200 and 300 acres comprising 

a small section of i r r iga ted land and the rest in waste, range, 

and meadow lands. 

Cattle is the principal cash crop with sugar beets and 

a l fa l fa seed quite important. Hay and grain are grown exten

s ive ly but are consumed l o c a l l y . 

The cult ivated areas are small and farm income is low. 

Land ownership is widespread. Only f ive farmers are 

renting farms. 

There is a def in i te special izat ion of functions among 

the trade centers patronized by Goshen. Payson furnishes grocer

i e s , entertainment, furniture, and clothing. Spanish Fork pro

vides farm supplies and machinery, banking f a c i l i t i e s , and is a 

principal market for l ives tock . Provo and Salt Lake City supply 

some clothing and furniture. Salt Lake City is the wholesale 

center. 

The homes of Goshen in general are quite modernized and 

comfortable. The farmers enjoy hot water and indoor to i l e t s to 

a larger extent than do the miners, and the i r homes are of 

bet ter qual i ty . 

Forty-four percent of the homes are brick, 14% adobe, 

34% frame, and 8% of varied materials. The farmers have more 

brick and the miners more adobe and frame. 
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CHAPTER VI 

SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 

Significant Social Attitudes 

Social organization has been defined in this thesis as 

"the organization of society into sub-groups, Including in 

part icular , those based on differences in age, sex, kinship, 

occupation, residence, property, p r i v i l e g e , authority, status, 
8 6 

e t c . . " This chapter treats certain sub-groupings and social 

attitudes in the social organization of Goshen. 

Conservatism 

The predominant social attitude of Goshen as of many 

rural communities is a marked conservatism. There is an 

apparent apathetic contentment with present conditions, a 

fear to venture, to change, a resistence to the new except 

for a ready acceptance of certain technological developments 

such as farm machinery and automobiles. The v i l l age has a 

quiet and peaceful atmosphere seemingly isolated from the 

rapidly changing world outside the va l l ey . As w i l l be seen, 

this conservatism has injured Goshen in many ways. 

The v i l l age has not always been so conservative. I t s 

See page 5, Chapter I of thesis . 
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ci t izens were among the f i r s t in e a r l i e r periods to adopt 

new crops, machines, and new methods of doing things. Being 

c losely adjacent to the Tintic mines and with a principal 

rai lroad running through, i t was in close contact with most 
87 

of the movements of thought and action, Gentile or Mormon, 

in that part of Utah. Early in i t s his tory, leading c i t izens 

developed small industries, u t i l i t i e s , and businesses making 
88 

Goshen quite independent of other trading centers. 

Mus ic and Drama 

An early interest was manifested in music and ar t . In 

1862 a dramatic club was organized, and a chorus was formed 

in 1865. A group of v io l i n i s t s came together to play for the 

dances and f e s t i v i t i e s . In the early 1860's, a f i f e and drum 

band was organized and in 1887 i t was joined by a brass band. 

The two groups played upon a l l occasions and often serenaded 

the town in the early hours of the morning. Of this a c t i v i t y , 

very l i t t l e is now l e f t . 8 9 

Education 

The early school of Goshen was regarded as one of the 

most progressive in the county. I t was provided with good 

buildings, a good l ib ra ry , and special bonuses were paid to 
87 

Gentile in Utah refers to a l l who are non-Mormons. 
88 

See Chapter Three for history of Goshen. 
QQ 

°*"HIstory of the Tintic-Santaquin Stake" op. c i t . 
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attract the best teachers. A rich vigorous social and in-
90 

te l l ec tua l l i f e grew up around i t s functions. 

The school was consolidated into the Nebo School 

Dis t r ic t around the turn of the century, and Goshen los t direct 

control of i t s educational a f f a i r s . The l ibrary was d i s t r i b 

uted among a l l the d i s t r i c t schools. A state-wide curriculum 

was insti tuted with l i t t l e respect paid to the desires or 

wishes of the local inhabitants. The special teacher bonuses 

were discontinued. As the v i l l age has lew accomodations and 

is somewhat i sola ted , i t could not secure good teachers, and 

the teaching cadre became somewhat i n f e r io r . Now few boys 

( las t year not one boy graduated from high school) f inish 

high school or go on to col lege where once Goshen was noted 
91 

for the number of i t s c i t izens with a high education. A 

widespread bitterness exists among the parents and teachers 

toward the d i s t r i c t supervisor who is blamed for the decline In 

the school. However, the desire for a higher education at 

present does not seem to ex is t among the young people. 

Leadership 

As money accumulated, the families who once supplied 

Goshen with much of her leadership moved away. As they l e f t , 
9 0 I b i d . 
9 1 I b i d . 
^ 0 f twenty high school students contacted, only one 

manifested a desire to go to c o l l e g e . 
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one of the richest leading families remaining bought up most 

of their land and water r ights . As this family is now one 

of the dominant families in the community and has been rather 

intimately connected with the history and social development 

of the v i l l a g e , i t w i l l be of interest to trace the influence 

that i t has had. 

The head and founder of the family entered the community 

soon af ter the early period of settlement. He opened up a 

general store and prospered, as much of the trade from the 

Tintic Mines flowed into the v i l l a g e . As a leading c i t i zen 

high in local Mormon Church a f f a i r s , he maintained several 

large polygamous fami l ies . Hunted by the "co-hab hunters" 

he spent several months in j a i l . In 1896, he was chosen 

bishop and served until 1912. The people respected him and 

followed his spir i tual and material leadership, as he worked 
94 

for the welfare of the community. Upon retirement in 1912, 

his oldest son was selected to replace him as bishop, and be

came his father 's heir in power and l e ade r sh ip . 9 5 

The son was interested In land and ca t t le and buil t up 

one of the largest land and ca t t le holdings in and around 
93 

A name given by the Mormons to the federal marshals 
engaged in hunting down polygamists in Utah. See any good 
history of Utah. 

94 
History of the Tintic-Santaquin Stake, op. c i t . 

9 5 I b i d . 



www.manaraa.com

71 

Goshen and is one of the richest men in Utah County. He soon 

became noted for his t ight fistedness although he did lend 

money at a high rate of interest to a l l in the v i l l a g e . 

Due to his father 's reputation, his frank dominant 

nature, and his financial power, his word became law in the 

community. With his numerous r e l a t ives , those who supported him 

in memory of his father, and those who owed him money he domi

nated the area. When the v i l l age was incorporated, he became 

town president and head of the water board. A conservatist by 

nature, he opposed anything costing money such as street re-
9 6 

pairs , sidewalks, or modernizing the i r r iga t ion system. 

The government and tne Mormon Church t r ied to persuade Goshen 

to buy the land and water rights at Elberta, far bet ter land 
97 

than Goshen has, but he opposed and defeated the proposit ion." 

He was known as "Kaiser B i l l " or the "Feudal Lord of Goshen." 

In time old age came. The younger farmers who knew not 

his father, and the veterans who had been "out side" joined 

to oppose his fact ion. The immediate issue of combat was 

the establishment of good bal l diamond and the modernization 

of the i r r iga t ion system. They approached the town council 
96 

Information secured from over forty interviews with 
teachers, prominent men in the v i l l a g e , and with his r e l a t i ve s . 

97 
Interview with Department of Agriculture o f f i c i a l s and 

also see history of the Elberta Ward in the Santaquin-Tintic 
Stake History. 
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who refused to appropriate funds. In the next e lec t ion , his 

supporters were almost swept out of o f f i c e . At the present 

time, the v i l l age has a tendency to lineup behind these two 

groups; the one conservative and formed of the former domin

ant family, r e l a t i v e s , and the older cattlemen and farmers; 

and the second composed of younger farmers, veterans, and 

miners led by several r ich a l fa l fa seed growers and merchants 
98 

related to the leaders of the f i r s t group. 

However, i t should be stated that the individual who 

has dominated the community is well l iked personally by 

almost everyone, although many have some bitterness toward 

him, as they blame him for the decline of the v i l l a g e . 

The interesting aspect of the whole social organization 

is the dominance that one individual can come to exercise 

in a small community by reason of t radi t ion, wealth, and 

personali ty. 

Friendliness 

Friendliness is a marked characterist ic of Goshen. The 
inhabitants pride themselves on being "good neighbors". 
Vis i t ing back and forth in the afternoon is a universal 

pastime. Courtesy and friendship are readily extended to 
— — 

Information derived from leaders of both groups and 
from government agents who know Goshen w e l l . 
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strangers. Farmers exchange work, and a l l families are deep

l y interested in the welfare and happenings of others. In 

case of misfortune, the v i l l a g e quickly comes to the aid of 

the unfortunate. Apparently a strong social control is exerted 

through the interest that everyone has in the af fa i rs of 

other fami l ies . Many persons complained of the gossip that 

constantly made the rounds of the v i l l a g e . Other individuals 

stated that conformity to v i l l age customs and mores was en

forced among many because of fear of gossip. 

The community is seemingly united with an absence of 

any apparent destructive con f l i c t s . As most of the inhabit

ants are related to each other through blood or marriage, 

such confl ic ts that arise are regarded as family d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

A conscious e f fo r t to prevent any quarrels from effec t ing the 

unity of the v i l l age seems to ex i s t . Of course I t is d i f f i c u l t 

to say whether or not the divis ion between a conservative group 

and a l i be ra l group w i l l degenerate into a destructive conf l i c t 

destroying community unity or not. The divis ion has not been 

in existence long enough to assume set patterns, and many 

who seem neutral are exerting pressure to prevent any open 

f ight ing . 

The young are sharply c r i t i c a l of Goshen indicating 

strong social maladjustment. They complain that the town is 

"dead", or "there is nothing to do". Having grown up in a 
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world of commercialized recreation, they have never known 

how to provide their own. Most of the adolescents plan to 
99 

leave Goshen upon completion of high school or before. 

Most of the adults seem quite content with Goshen and 

apparently would not l i ke to l eave . When asked why, they 

gave as reasons the friendliness of the people, the v i s i t i ng 

back and forth, r e l a t i ve s , Goshen is a good place to rear 

children, and that they have l i ved in the v i l l age a l l of 

their l i ve s and know no other community.100 

Religious Structure 

Goshen is predominantly Mormon. One Methodist family 

resides in Goshen, and there are one Baptist and two Catholics 

married to Mormons. The only large non-Mormon group is 

composed of famil ies , descender;ts of individuals excommuni

cated from or who have themselves l e f t the Church. 

The Mormon Church is the only one functioning in the 

v i l l a g e , and i t exerts a strong integrat ive s tab i l i z ing 

influence in the community. As v i r tua l ly every inst i tut ion 

in the town is linked with the Church, i t touches in one way 

or another the l i v e s of a l l the Inhabitants. Religious 
99 

Over twenty adolescents gave the same answer, that 
they wanted to leave Goshen, and the school teacher stated that 
most of the adolescents intended to leave . 

10o 
wSee schedule in appendices. 
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influence is woven through the entire social structure. 

Organization of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat ter-

Day Saints.—At the head of the Church is a president and two 

councilors who with the help of a council of twelve apostles 

constitute the governing body of the Church with executive, 

l e g i s l a t i v e , and judicial powers. The president is regard

ed as a "prophet" who communicates the w i l l of Cod to His 

Church upon the earth. 

Geographically the Church is divided into areas known 

as stakes which contain around 5,000 people, and these are 

often co-extensive with county areas. Each stake has a 

president and two councilors known as the "stake presidency". 

Associated with them is a "high council" consisting of about 

twelve men selected at large throughout the stake. The 

council acts as an advisory body to the Stake Presidency. 

The stakes are subdivided into wards which consist of 

about 800 people, and which correspond with congregations or 

parishes of other churches. Each ward roughly covers a small 

v i l l a g e . Over this smaller d ivis ion is a presidency known 

as a "bishopric" composed of three men, a bishop and two 

councilors. Goshen has one ward covering the v i l l age and near 

101 
See William Edwin Ber re t t ' s , The Restored Church, 

(Salt Lake City: The Deseret Book Company, 1944). This gives 
a concise esplanation of the conceived mission of the Mormon 
Church. 
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A l l the off icers in the church are chosen from the 

varied walks of l i f e . A l l but the general authorities at 

headquarters serve on a part time basis and without financial 

remuneration. The church supports no paid ministry or special 

re l igious schools. 

The v.ard bishopric appoints a l l the organization off icers 

in the ward and the membership approves or rejects the appoint

ments by voting in an o f f i c i a l meeting of the ward membership. 

The presiding of f icers of the dif ferent ward organizations 

are the chief concern of the bishopric, thus a local o f f i c e r 

has the responsibi l i ty of choosing and maintaining a complete 

s taf f of a l l needed teachers and other o f f i c e r s . 

In each ward organization are six different priesthood 

quorums (deacons, teachers, p r ies t s , e lders , seventies, and 

high pr ies t s ) l imited to the men. There are also seven 

auxil iary organizations (Sunday School, Young Men's Mutual 

Improvement Association, Young Ladies 1 Mutual Improvement 

Association and Rel ie f Society, the l a t t e r two being exclus

ive ly for women, and the Primary for children plus several 
103 

h is tor ica l and genealogical s o c i e t i e s . 
_ 

For an analysis and description of Church Government 
see John A. Widtsoe, Program of the Church, (Salt Lake Ci ty : 
Deseret Book Co. , 194177^ 

1 0 3 i b i d . 
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These different organizations are so graded that they 

reach every age group. To s ta f f them in a single ward re

quires almost one hundred and twenty-five individuals as 

voluntary workers. Besides the different organizations and 

their weekly meetings, there is held each Sunday an evening 

meeting, "sacrament meeting" for the entire membership. 

Each group organization has a series of graded lessons 

prepared in the central headquarters of the Church and sent 

out to the different wards. There is a large and varied 

social and recreational program in each of the above organi-
104 

zations• 

Financial System of Church 

On the f i r s t Sunday of each month, the Church members 

are expected to fast at least two meals and donate the amount 

saved to a fast offer ing fund used to support and aid the 

needy. The chief source of financial income for the Church 

is t i th ing . Each member is expected to pay one-tenth of 

his annual income to the Church. Contributions are also 

given to welfare projects , building maintenance funds, and 

special organizational dues. 
_ 

For a discussion of the Church organization see John 
A. Widtsoe, Priesthood and Church Government, (Salt Lake 
City: Deseret Book Co. , 1939). 

1 0 5 i b i d . 
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Ib id , 
106 

I t is d i f f i c u l t for a non-member of the Church to understand 

the complex nature of i t s organic structure. I ts program 

and organization is developed to meet every human need on the 

assumption that to f u l f i l l i t s mission of salvation i t must 

teach correct pr inc ip les , guide i t s members through l i f e ' s 

advers i t ies , and provide opportunities for growth and de

velopment. Mo monism is a complete way of l i f e , indeed a 

rel igious society capable of exist ing without the apparatus 
~ , , , 106 of c i v i l government. 

Measurement of Faith and B e l i e f . — I t is quite d i f f i c u l t 

to test adequately the influence and control that a rel igious 

organization exerts over the l i v e s of i t s members. Intangi

bles such as fa i th and b e l i e f are hard i f not impossible to 

measure. However, certain observable be l ie fs do exis t that 

can be studied in every church and indicate to a degree the 

allegiance of the people to the teachings of the church. 

Among the basic more observable be l ie fs which influence 

the l i v e s of Mormons and connect them c lose ly with the Church 

organization are: the payment of t i thing and fast of fer ings , the 

maintenance of a s t r i c t code of chastity by both sexes, ab

stinence from tobacco, l iquor , cof fee , and tea, attendance 
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Berret t , op. c i t . 

and part icipat ion in meetings and other a c t i v i t i e s , and 
107 

marriage in the temple. These are be l i e f s which perhaps 

can be used to measure the control of the Church over i t s mem

bers and their fai th in i t s p r inc ip les . 

As the b e l i e f s , organization, and ideals of the Mormon 

Church are one of the chief integrat ive factors in the v i l l age 

social organization, one phase of social change can be meas

ured by analyzing some of the differences that over a period 

of time have developed in the rel igious structure. 

Goshen has always been predominantly Mormon but ear ly 

in i t s history contacts developed between Mormons and non-Mor

mons which have strongly influenced the cultural pattern of 

the v i l l a g e ; especia l ly the re l igious structure. 

The ward membership of the v i l l age is four hundred and 

f i f t y - e i g h t out of a tota l population of six hundred and s ix

teen. Seventy-eight percent of the total population is on the 

membership roles of the ward. The majority of the 22% not on 

the ward roles reported that they were Mormon in rel igious 

conviction. They have however los t contact with the Church so 

they are not l i s t ed as members. 

The average attendance at sacrament meeting In 1947 was 

82 people (16%) of the total ward membership. Attendance at 
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priesthood meeting was 30%. There are 86 boys and men who 

hold the priesthood in the ward. 

I t should be emphasized that a l l male members above the 

age of 12 years are e l i g i b l e to receive the priesthood and 

may rise from one grade to another i f a c t i ve . The low 

number who hold the priesthood and the low percentage of 

attendance are s ignif icant of the lack of interest among the 

parents of e l i g i b l e boys and among the men in the Priesthood. 

Priesthood is considered a very sacred of f ice carrying with 
1 0 B 

i t s righteous functions the power to act in the name of God. 

Sunday School ranks higher with an attendance in 1947 

of two hundred and thir ty-four persons (40% of the tota l 
109 

ward membership. The wri ter was unable to secure data on 

other meetings. However, the Mutual comprising the Young 

Men's Mutual Improvement Association and the Young Ladies ' 

Mutual Improvement Association was said to be the best attend-
110 

ed meeting in Goshen. 
1 0 8 W i d t s oe, Priesthood and Church Government, op. c i t . 
109 

A l l figures on attendance at meetings were obtained 
from the Office of the Presiding Bishopric of the Mormon 
Church. 

^ 0 n the schedule almost every person l i s t e d attend
ance at meetings. 
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Measuring so le ly from attendance percentages, a rather 

low l e v e l of re l igious a c t i v i t y ex i s t s . However almost 

every person in the v i l l age said that he attended Church at 

least once or twice a year. These meetings and organizations 

provide much of the recreation of the v i l l a g e . For f ive years, 

Goshen has had no chapel which factor may have lessened in

terest in the ward. A chapel is now under construction and 

when finished may create more part icipat ion in ward a c t i v i t i e s . 

Religious a c t i v i t i e s are now held in the school house. 

Sex Standards.--It is quite d i f f i c u l t to measure any 

loosening of the moral code governing sexual re la t ions . With

in Goshen any deviation brings down s t r i c t censure upon the 

individual and his or her family. There seems to be l i t t l e 

record of sexual delinquency. The county sher i f f and the 

town marshall both state that Goshen ranks above the average 

town in Utah County, The town marshalls of several neighbor

ing v i l l a g e s , however, say that some Goshen boys and g i r l s 

v i s i t their communities to drink, f igh t , and pick up companions. 

Thus i t seems that those who wish to sow wild oats go outside 

of the v i l l age where they are not known. As most of the 

young people marry upon graduation from senior high school, 

the period for sexual experimentation is rather l imi ted . 

Primary social control operating through gossip which is 
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characteristic of small communities everywhere, is quite 

e f f i c i en t within Goshen. 

Petty thievery at times is quite common among the 

younger boys who seem to fee l in i t the sp i r i t of adventure 

and defiance of the adult world. A small group recently 

caught joined the Army to avoid loss of status. The parents 

blame the lack of recreation for what delinquency exists . "̂ 

Word of Wlsdom«--Abstinence from the use of l iquor , 

tobacco, tea, and coffee is requested of a l l members. I t 

is not a direct commandment but in the process of time has 

acquired the force of one. 

Out of one hundred and thirteen families contacted, 
I I P 

fo r t y - f i ve (39.8%) state that they keep the Word of Wisdom c 

and s ixty-e ight (60,2%) say that they do not keep i t . The old

est inhabitants have said that the people of Goshen have never 

en t i re ly complied with the Word of Wisdom. Many of the early 

se t t lers came from England and Denmark and retained their tea 

^ I n t e r v i e w s were held with some of the parents and 
the boys as well as with the town marshall. A l l blamed the 
delinquency upon lack of recreation although in certain cases 
faulty parental supervision may have been the basis. 

1 1 2 T h e Word of Wisdom is the name of the doctrine of 
the Church requesting abstinence from stimulants. 
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and co f fee . Smoking and drinking in f i l t r a t ed into the v i l l a g e 

from contacts with non-Mormons. 

Heavy drinking is against v i l l age e thics . Beer with 

an occasional whiskey or wine is permissible. However, drink

ing parties do occur and some drunkenness is found but the 

community frowns upon i t , and a heavy drinker is sure to 

lose status. A few months ago, an element proposed that beer 

sales on Sunday be l ega l i zed , but the town turned out to 

vote i t down overwhelmingly. Smoking by women Is greatly 

opposed. Several women smoke but somewhat surrept i t iously. 

To be seen smoking would create considerable gossip about 

one's private morals. 

Church contributions,—Contributions are of a diverse 

kind, for about $5,500, was paid in 1947 as t i thing ($12, per 

ward member). 1 1 3 Fast offerings amounted to $274,80 in the same 

year (60^ per ward memoer). A new $60,000. ward chapel is being 

bui l t of which :J30,000. w i l l be paid by the ward, and ;i30,000, 

by the Church. Each family has been pro-rated a certain sum for 

the new building, and almost a l l have paid their share. The 

H^The figure for t i thing is an estimate derived from 
certain ward o f f i c i a l s . The wri ter was no t i f i ed by one of 
the Presiding Bishops of the Church that i t is against Church 
pol icy to release information on t i th ing . 
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building is regarded as a community project . 

Temple Marriage.--This is one of the most sacred ord

inances of the Church. I t is believed to be necessary for 

the highest degree of salvat ion. Of the one hundred and 

thirteen Mormon famil ies , 26.5% were married in the temple, 

and 73.5% were not. Distance may play a part, as there is 

no temple within seventy-two miles . The low percentage 

married in the temple indicates a lack of power of the Church 

to motivate the l i ve s of the inhabitants, suf f ic ien t ly to 

raise them to i t s standard of excellance. 

The changes that have taken place from pioneer times 

to the present in the status of a Mormon bishop in the social 

organization of a Mormon community also provide an index to 

evaluate social change in the rel igious structure. In the 

early pioneer period and before the c i v i l government structure 

was created, the bishop was the actual leader of the community. 

He supervised the colonizat ion, the divis ion of lands and waters, 

the recreational program, se t t led disputes, provided r e l i e f 

and help, besides carrying on his more formal rel igious respon

s i b i l i t i e s . The pastor of his people, he was responsible to 

higher Church authorities for their entire welfare . 

As c i v i l government was insti tuted taking over one func-
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t ion af ter another, the bishops position gradually narrowed 

in the community. Other men, lawyers, business men, pro

fessional men, competed with him for leadership. However a 

bishop is s t i l l a man of power and importance, as he speaks 

for the Church to which the majority of the population s t i l l 

belongs in almost any Utah community. A good bishop can 

become the community leader, and there are many towns and 

v i l l ages in the intermountain area where the bishop is the 

actual leader of the group. 

This was the situation in Goshen throughout most of 

i t s history. When the v i l l age was incorporated toward the 

end of the f i r s t world war, the bishop became town president 

and head of the water board. Other men in municipal government 

were a l l o f f icers in the ward organization. This condition 

prevailed until the las t e lect ion when a group of men 

opposed to those in o f f i c e won the e lec t ions . At present 

most of the town board is f i l l e d with men not too active in 

the Church, although some ecc les ias t ica l of f icers are 

represented. In Goshen the present bishop is a prominent 

man in p o l i t i c a l , business, and agricultural a f f a i r s . 1 1 5 

114 
A l i s t of municipal of f icers in almost every Utah 

community contains the names of men prominent in Church a f f a i r s . 
115 

Information secured from certain municipal o f f i c e r s . 
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Summary 

In the analysis of the data certain facts present 

themselves. F i r s t , almost 15% of the Mormon population of 

the v i l l age is so apathetic toward the Church that they have 

no membership in the ward, that i s , they are not l i s t ed on 

the Church roles as members. Second, that the majority of 

Church members attend rel igious functions rarely as indicat

ed by attendance records. Third, important Church teachings 

such as the Word of Wisdom, and Temple Marriage are not as 

e f fec t ive a power to motivate action as the Church thinks 

they should be. A l l of these factors seem to show a decrease 

in the a b i l i t y of the Church to influence the l i v e s of i t s 

members along desired paths. 

However, one should not assume that the Church does 

not s t i l l play a major role in integrating and moulding 

v i l l age l i f e and socie ty . I t should be emphasized that v i l l 

age insti tutions developed around the doctrines and organi

zations of the Church. The moral code is thus based upon 

the Mormon doctrine of chastity for both sexes. The recre

ational program is la rge ly developed within local rel igious 

organizations. On every hand the inhabitants are surrounded 

by a culture based l a rge ly upon the e thics , b e l i e f s , and 

practices of the Church. 

I t is true that this influence is no longer as powerful 
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and pervasive as i t once was. Other factors compete with 

and a l t e r i t . The result is that the Church has los t i t s 

unique position in the community and now must compete with 

the process of secularization and with other conf l ic t ing 

ideas and behavior patterns. 

I t has los t many functions to secular agencies, but 

i t s t i l l is perhaps the most significant^ integrat ive and 

s t ab i l i z ing force in the community. 

Class Structure 

A social class is defined as a "group of individuals 

who, through common descent, s imi lar i ty of occupation, 

wealth and education, have come to have a similar mode of 

l i f e , a similar stock of ideas, f ee l ings , at t i tudes, forms 

of behavior and who, on any or a l l of these grounds, meet 

one and other on equal terms and regard themselves, although 

with varying degrees of expl ic i tness , as belonging to one 
it 1 1 6 

group". 

The class structure of Goshen is somewhat obscured, as 

the average inhabitant formally denies that any class structure 

exists in the community. However, i f one l is tens to the 

inhabitants ta lk , one soon becomes aware that every family in 

Goshen has a certain status and position in the community 

116 
Morris Ginsberg, Encyclopedia Social Sciences, Vol . 

I l l , p . 47. 
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varying according to whom is talking. No two families occupy 

the same l e v e l . Class position seems to be determined by 

loca l reputation and family his tory, wealth, farming or 

working a b i l i t y , and church a c t i v i t i e s . 

The "upper class" contains the wealthiest famil ies . 

I t is divided into two fact ions. One is composed of the domi 

nant v i l l age family and their re la t ives and friends who are 

descended from the early s e t t l e r s . They are in the main 

cattlemen, merchants, and teachers. This group is quite 

conservative and has been active in Church a f f a i r s . 

The other faction has developed around several related 

families whose fathers entered Goshen at a l a t e r period. 

They are not quite as wealthy as the leaders of the f i r s t 

group or as active in church a c t i v i t i e s , and are a l f a l f a 

seed growers and merchants although in different l ines than 

the f i r s t . Inter-marriage has taken place between the two 

factions, but each one leads an opposing side in a conf l ic t 

over v i l l age improvements. The second group is desirous of 

modernizing v i l l age f a c i l i t i e s , and the f i r s t is opposed to 

i t . 

The miners and smaller farmers compose what might be 

cal led a broad i l l defined middle c lass . They have few 

in te l lec tual pretensions and carry on the functions of the 

community. In this class is found the majority of the clubs 
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and the social groupings. 

A somewhat less numerous group is comprised of the 

poorer more shif t less farmers and miners who spend their time 

in the beer parlor gambling and drinking. They are known as 

the "Beer Parlor Gang" and have a low status in the v i l l a g e . 

The lowest posit ion in the class structure is occupied 

by several poor farm and miner families l i v i n g on the outskirts 

of the v i l l a g e . They are known as "trash" and "animals" to 

the v i l l a g e r s . Many accuse them of incest, immorality, lack 
117 

of ambition, and feeble-mindedness. 
Education 

The f i r s t school, a log cabin, opened in 1860 offer ing 

courses in reading, wri t ing, arithmetic, his tory, and var

ious handicrafts to both sexes. This school was one of the 

f i r s t in Utah and continued unti l 1870 when a three roomed 
118 

adobe building was constructed. 

Goshen early became noted for her fine school and for 

the in te l lec tual achievements of her c i t i zens . The v i l l age 

took pride in the school and contributed funds for a good 

l ib ra ry , modern equipment, and special bonuses to attract good 
117 

For a good discussion of class structure in a rural 
v i l l age see James West, P l a i n v i l l e , U. S. A.,(New York: 
Columbia University Press. 1945), 

1 1 8 " H i s t o r y of the Tintic-Santaquin Stake", op. c i t . 
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Ib id . 

teachers• 

Consolidation toward the end of the 19th century took 

control of the schools away from Goshen, and the loca l schools 

declined. As the v i l l age is somewhat isolated with few 

modern conveniences, i t has had a hard time to obtain good 

teachers. The d i s t r i c t supervisor refuses to permit the 

payment of bonuses and is cord ia l ly dis l iked in Goshen. 

At the present time there is a consolidated grade school 

and junior high in the community to which come a l l the 

children in the va l l ey . A modern high school is located in 

Payson 13 miles away. The Brigham Young University in Provo, 

32 miles away, is available for those desiring col lege t ra in

ing. 

Table 15 shows the educational status of Goshen people. 

The interesting aspect of the table is the number who began 

each category but did not f inish i t . This re f lec ts a number 

of factors . The grammer school in Goshen once offered but 

f ive grades. The curriculum now includes six grades. Most 

of the older age categories did finish the f i f t h year but 

not the s ixth. The same is true for junior high. There is 

l i t t l e apparent interest in finishing senior high school or 
_ 
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Total Farmer Miner 
Population 

No formal . education 2% 2% 3% 

Attended 
Finished 

Grammer School 
Grammer School 

5% 
0.5% 

2% 
1% 

9% 
1% 

Attended 
Finished 

Junior High 
Junior High 

20% 
4.5% 

24% 
9% 

16% 
1% 

Attended 
Finished 

Senior High 
Senior High 

34% 
15% 

37% 
9% 

40% 
21% 

Attended 
Finished 

College 
College 

17% 
2% 

14% 
2% 

7% 
2% 

Each category includes only those v/ho ended their formal 
education within the category. 

Upon entering senior high school, the young adolescents 

fee l that they are behind the students from other communities 

and rapidly lose interest in thei r classes. Last year not 

going on to c o l l e g e . Very few of the boys f inish senior 

high school. The elementary and junior grades in G-oshen are 

dis l iked by the children and their parents. A complaint 

voiced by many families is that the teachers are too old to 

teach and the principal is unable to maintain order. As the 

principal is a l l i e d with the principle factions in the 

v i l l a g e , there is l i t t l e l ike l ihood that he w i l l be removed. 

TABLE 15 1 

EDUCATIONAL STATUS OP HEADS OF 
HOUSEHOLDS AND THEIR SPOUSES 
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Many families in Goshen have a contempt toward higher 
education. Others move to Provo or Salt Lake City in search 
of better schools. 

one boy graduated from senior high. There seems to be a 

serious maladjustment In the school system. 

Many parents take their children out of school for 

farm work or permit them to hunt or f ish when they should 

be in school. Table 15 shows that fewer farm boys f inish 

senior high than miner boys. There is l i t t l e evidence of 
120 

an e f f i c i en t truancy law in the Nebo School D i s t r i c t . 

There is quite a serious problem here that relates to 

the school board and the community. The deficiencies of the 

local school retard students in senior high school causing 

a loss of interest among the students. Also , most of the 

young people must leave the community because of lack of 

land or economic opportunities. Those who leave generally 

become semi-skilled or sk i l led workers, and those who remain 

enter agriculture on their father 's land or go into the 

mines• 

The curriculum of the senior high school is based upon 

col lege entrance requirements. Few Goshen students go on to 

col lege and the majority enter agriculture or trades. The 

senior high school to more adequately prepare them for the 

environment in which they must l i v e should teach more agr i 

cultural , trade, and business subjects than they do. Another 
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school is that they fee l that for them i t is a waste of time. 

Libraries 

There are no public l ib ra r ies in Goshen. The nearest 

are found in Eureka, seven miles to the west, Payson, 13 

miles to the north-east, and Spanish Fork, 20 miles to the 

north-east. Only two persons were found with l ibrary cards, 

and they were former residents of Payson and Spr ingv i l l e . 

The junior high school has a small l ibrary used to some extent 

by the children. 

Lodges and Clubs 

No lodges exis t in Goshen i t s e l f although there are 

four Elks, two masons, and three members of the American 

Legion. The Elks and Masons belong to Eureka lodges, and 

the members of the American Legion to an organization cover

ing the southern end of Utah County. 

A local gun club has been organized among the men and 

older boys to encourage r i f l e pract ice , hunting, and f ishing. 

The Tintic ^'ish and Game Association with headquarters at 

Eureka has several members in Goshen. They are interested 

121 
Almost every student interviewed who had quit senior 

high school said that he had done so ei ther because he f e l t 
in fe r io r to students of other communities or that he f e l t that 
the school did l i t t l e to help him in his l i f e after graduation. 

12 
reason why Goshen students lose interest in senior high 
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in conservation, hunting, and fishing. There is much loca l 

pride in the prowess of loca l hunters. 

The miners belong to the miner's union, I . M. M. S. U . , 

at Eureka and Dividend, and many of their wives have joined 

aux i l i a r i e s . 

Attempts have been made to organize a unit of the 

Farm Bureau which have fa i led in the past. However, most 

of the richer farmers have signed up, and the county agr i 

cultural agent is quite optimistic although no meetings have 

been held as ye t . 

A base bal l team is the only a thle t ic organization. 

I t is quite popular among the men, and most of the v i l l age 

turns out for games held with teams from neighboring 

v i l l ages and towns. The Goshen team is considered to be 

one of the best in the area, 

A wide variety of social clubs exist formed on the 

basis of class , in teres ts , and friendships. The Li te rary 

Club is composed of women of the "upper class" interested 

in discussing and exchanging books and magazines. Several 

of i t s members belong to monthly book clubs which furnish 

materials for the l i t e r a r y gatherings. Many of the members 

are ex-school teachers. Membership in the club indicates 

a high local status. 
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The Birthday Club meets whenever a member has a birth' 

day. The one whose birthday is to be celebrated cooks a 

large dinner for other members. The organization has social 

pres t ige , and most of the richer farmer's wives belong. 

There are a series of card clubs that function in 

winter. Small groups of younger couples of the same general 

age l eve l s meet together in the la te afternoon to play cards, 

gossip, and have refreshments. Card clubs are rated in terms 

of class and prestige value, although many of the staunch 
122 

Church members consider them a l l somewhat s inful , 

A series of women's clubs function around ward organ

izations such as the Rel ie f Society which has cultural , 

social and r e l i e f functions, and the Latter-day Saint G i r l s ' 

Club which encourages young g i r l s to part icipate in social 

a c t i v i t i e s and re l ig ious meetings of other aux i l i a r i e s . 

The Mutual sponsors a Boy Scout Troop in connection with 

other a c t i v i t i e s . 

The Rel ie f Society has organized a chorus cal led "The 

Singing Mothers," I t sings at community and rel igious 

affa i rs and is quite popular in the v i l l a g e . As part of 

i t s program, social and recreational functions are held for 

122 
The inhabitants were asked to name the clubs and 

lodges they belonged to and those that they would l ike to 
jo in . They were also asked to rate various organizations 
in terms of prestige and reputation. 
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Very few studies have been made of the soc ia l iz ing 
factor of beer parlors and taverns in sociology. 

the membership. 

A Victory Club organized among mothers who had boys 

in the service during the war s t i l l ex i s t s . I t acted as 

an agent for the Red Cross and carried on other pa t r io t ic 

a c t i v i t i e s , but now i t meets for social purposes. 

There are a series of cliques forming and dissolving 

constantly among the younger groups. They are rated soc ia l ly 

and draw closer class l ines than do the adults. 

A group of old men loaf around the center of town 

commenting on v i l l age affa i rs and t e l l i n g s to r i e s . They 

often spend the day playing poker and other card games in 

the rear of the beer par lor . Often they are joined by 

other men and older boys who l i s ten to their stories and 

join in the card games . 1 2 5 

A comparative group of women meet at "quil t ing bees" 

to gossip and serve refreshments. 

Recreation 

In reading the history of G-oshen, one is constantly re

minded of the richness of early recreational a c t i v i t i e s be

fore the development of commercialized recreation. Dances, 

p icnics , sleighing par t ies , swimming, hunting, parades, 
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rodeos, buggy r ides , concerts, and plays provided a wide 

va r ie ty . There was l i t t l e boredom or complaints then about 

the town being " d e a d " . 1 2 4 

At the present time loca l recreation is s t i l l uncommercial-

ized . The men and boys hunt, f i sh , and play b a l l . The 

va l ley has an abundance of pheasants and ducks with larger 

game in the near by h i l l s . Horseback riding is a popular pastime. 

Picnics and parties are held in local canyons by family groups 

or social organizations. Swimming is a sport enjoyed by a l l 

in the several warm springs close to the v i l l a g e . ^ - 2 5 

Dances are held by the school and the Church In winter 

to which young and old come. The winter program is so 

scheduled as to alternate with those given by other organ

izations in other communities. Plays are put on by the 

local school and ward groups which are alternated also with 

those of other towns and v i l l a g e s . 

Parties are given frequently to celebrate birthdays, 

engagements, and marriages. However, the young people feel 

that ther is no recreation, as they think of i t in terms 

of the cinema and dance ha l l s . A local show house and r o l l e r 

rink burned down ten years ago and has never been rebui l t . 

124 
Jenkins, op. c i t . 

125 
Information derived from interviews with almost 

every family in Goshen. 
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The people are forced to go to other areas for their formal 

recreation and complain b i t t e r l y . But no e f fo r t has been 

made to meet the need. 

Books and Magazines 

Only f ive families in Goshen have l ib ra r ies of any 

size ei ther of classics or novels. There are few books in 

Goshen homes except for school texts and Church books. 

Magazines supply the bulk of the reading matter which comes 

into the v i l l a g e . 

Table 17 compares the magazines subscribed to by the 

farmers and miners. The farmers have a tota l of 160 sub

scriptions and the miners a tota l of 44. I t should be 

remembered that the farmer group includes the merchants and 

teachers while the miners comprise a l l other occupations. 

There are 2.4 subscriptions per farmer family and .8 

per miner. A marked difference exists between the two 

groups. The Improvement Era, Re l ie f Society Journal, and 

the Children's Friend are a l l periodicals of the Mormon Church 

indicative perhaps of closer attachments between the farmer 

and the Church. 

Note the lack of journals of opinion and current events 

such as Time, News Week, and the l i b e r a l weeklies such as the 

Nation and the New Republic. There is also an utter lack of 

any l i t e r a r y reviews or of the so-cal led "upper class magazines" 

such as Harpers or the At l an t i c . 
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TABLE 16 

A COMPARISON OF NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIPTIONS 
AMONG FARMERS AND MINERS 

Paper Far.ner Miner 

Deseret News 
Salt Lake Tribune 
Provo Herald 
Telegram 
Payson Chronicle 
Eureka Reporter 
Spanish Fork Press 

43 
22 
13 

24 
21 
7 
1 

3 
3 1 

1 

The Deseret News, a Mormon Church publication, Salt 

Lake Tribune, and the Telegram are a l l Salt Lake City 

newspapers. The rest are published in near by communities. 

The s ignif icant factor is that more farmers take the 

Deseret News than miners because the Deseret News is a 

Mormon newspaper and carries the Church news. I t indicates 

again the closer attachment of the farmer to the Church. 

The inhabitants wanted to bond themselves to build a municipal 

water works and make other v i l l age improvements. There is a 

town board of f ive members, a town president, town marshal, and 

a municipal attorney elected every two years. 

Within loca l e lec t ions , people are elected to o f f i ce 

on the basis of loca l reputation, family, and influence in 

P o l i t i c a l Structure 

Goshen was incorporated as a third class town In 1914. 
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the community. In the past, the municipal off ices were 

held by the main group of powerful families that dominated 

the town and most of i t s organizations. 

The las t e lect ion saw the ascension into power of a 

different faction that f e l t that the other group did noth

ing to modernize the town f a c i l i t i e s . At the present time 

the municipal p o l i t i c a l structure seems to be one of the 

strategic posts in the v i l l a g e fought over by the two 

factions• 

In national p o l i t i c s , Goshen has voted for the Democratic 

Party since the Fi rs t World War. In fact the Democratic Party 

is the only one which maintains a loca l organization in 

Goshen. 

Community A c t i v i t i e s and Sp i r i t 

Traditional celebrations are held on the 4th and 24th 

of July. Rodeos, parades, community p icnics , sport contests, 

plays, and dances are used to commemorate them and express 

community so l idar i ty and s p i r i t . The Mormon Church is in 

charge of a homecoming day in the f a l l in which plays, 

talent numbers, songs, and dances are presented. Former 

inhabitants of Goshen are invited to return and par t ic ipa te . 

In a sense i t is a day in which the v i l l age r s remember the i r 

past history and the loca l events that have formed their 

tradit ions• 
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TABLE 17 

MAGAZINES SUBSCRIBED TO BY FARMERS AND MINERS 

Fame rs 

Magazine Total Sub. 

Improvement Era 18 
L i f e 15 
Re l i e f Society Journal . . 12 
Children's Friend 11 
Farm Journal 9 
Readers Digest 8 
Good Housekeeping 8 
Col l ie rs 8 
Cosmopolitan 8 
Mc Calls 5 
Womans Home Companion . . . 5 
Ladies Home Journal 4 
Red Book 3 
Look 5 
Li terary Digest 3 
Liberty 3 
Western Famer 3 
Saturday Evening Post . . . 3 
Western 3 
American • 2 
Western Fam L i f e 2 
True Story 2 
True 2 
Utah Famer 2 
Hunting and Fishing 1 
Field and Stream 1 
Parents Magazine • 1 
Cornet 1 
Time 1 
Childrens' Acts 1 
Instructor 1 
Utah Retai ler 1 
Amy Times 1 
Scouting . 1 
Fam L i f e . t * 1 
Fanners' w i f e • 1 
Race Review 1 
Hygia 1 
Western Hereford 1 
Everybodies Digest 1 

Miners 

Magazine Total Sub. 

Cosmopolitan 10 
American 5 
Womans Home Companion •• 4 
Parents Magazine 4 
Saturday Evening Post . . 4 
American Girl 3 
Children's Friend 2 
National Geographic • • • • 1 
Tom Brenneman 1 
American Rifleman . . . . . . . 1 
Boys L i fe 1 
Scouting 1 
American Builder . . . . . . . 1 
Look 1 
Household 1 
Fam Journal 1 
Ladies Home Journal . . . . 1 
American Home 1 
Todays Women 1 
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Todays Women 1 
American Girl 1 
Parents and Teachers 1 
Child L i f e 1 
Trained Nurse 1 

In the past on May the f i r s t , a May pole was erected 

In the early morning and a May queen selected. The young 

people danced around the pole af ter which a community party 

ensued. The las t time a May day fes t iva l was held was in the 

nineteen t h i r t i e s . I t is thought by the older inhabitants that 

the custom of the May pole was brought to Goshen by English 

immigrants • 

In the past, before the coming of a paved highway and 

automobiles, many community f e s t i v i t i e s and parties were held 

in which everyone part icipated. The people found a release 

from the tensions of hard work and isolat ion in frequent 

dances and celebrations. 

Now, community events are almost a thing of the past. 

The May Day fes t iva l has no longer any meaning and has vanished. 

This year the 4th of July passed without recognition. On the 

24th of July a small parade and celebration was held, but 

the majority of the inhabitants did not attend. They prefer 

to go to Provo and Salt Lake City to watch the larger more 

a r t i f i c i a l parades, rodeos, and community events. 
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The decline of community part icipation in local ac

t i v i t i e s is a good index to the decline of community s p i r i t . 

I t marks the weakening of the bonds that have united the 

inhabitants into a functioning en t i ty . The degree of s e l f 

ident i f ica t ion of the individual to the group is l a rge ly demon

strated by his loya l ty and part icipat ion in the t radi t ional 

events that mark the expression of unity and oneness. 

The fact that the local people would rather v i s i t other 

towns and centers to watch their parades and celebrations 

rather than take part in their own demonstrates the weakening 

of this primary unity. I t is a l l part of the slow evolution 

of Goshen from an independent functioning community meeting 

common needs to a dependent hamlet where people l i v e in t e r r i 

t o r i a l proximity as neighbors and friends but have their main 

interests outside of the v i l l a g e . 

Summary 

The predominant social attitude of Goshen is conserv

atism strengthened by the dominance of a conservative family. 

Friendliness is another cnaracteristic a t t i tude. The 

inhabitants pride themselves on good neighborliness and 

courtesy toward strangers. 
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There is apparent unity in the v i l l age except for 

the development of two factions, conservative and l i b e r a l , 

which as yet have not had time to degenerate into a destruc

t ive c o n f l i c t . 

The Latter-day Saint Church is the only one function

ing in the v i l l a g e . I t s a c t i v i t i e s and organizations consti

tute one of the main integrat ive and s tab i l i z ing factors in 

the social organization. 

The power of the Church at present is not as e f f ec 

t ive in motivating action and influencing behavior patterns 

as i t was in the past as measured by certain observable 

be l ie f s such as payment of t i th ing and fast of fer ings , of 

abstinence from tobacco, l iquor , cof fee , and tea, attendance 

and part icipation in rel igious a c t i v i t i e s , and marriage in 

the temple. 

A class structure exists in Goshen. There seems to 

be a divis ion of the social structure into an upper c lass , a 

lower c lass , and several families at the bottom who are re

garded as d i s t inc t ly in fe r io r to the res t . 

There is l i t t l e interest in higher education in Goshen 

at present. A school has existed in the community since 

1860 and at one time was one of the best in the county, but 

Goshen los t control of i t s school in a county consolidation. 

Since then the school system has declined. 
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There are no lodges in Goshen although a small 

number of men belong to lodges In other communities. 

There are several sport and game organizations among the 

men and a series of social clubs among the women that are 

graded in status and pres t ige . 

Recreation is l a rge ly uncommercialized consisting of 

hunting, fishing, horseback r iding, a th le t i c s , swimming, and 

parties and picnics , but the younger people feel that there 

is a need for commercialized recreation such as cinemas and 

dance halls which are lacking in the v i l l a g e . 

Magazines constitute the main source of reading 

matter in Goshen. There are 214 subscriptions per farmer 

family and .8 per miner family. Religious and farm 

periodicals predominate among the farmers while the miners 

prefer the "s l icks" . 

Goshen is a third class c i ty incorporated in 1914 

for the purpose of constructing a municipal water works 

and making other improvements. The p o l i t i c a l structure 

consists of a town board, a town president, a town marshal, 

and a municipal attorney elected every two years. Since 

the First World War, the v i l l age has voted for the Democratic 

Party. 

Community a c t i v i t i e s are centered around the 4th and 
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24th of July and a homecoming day in the f a l l . At one time 

community events were celebrated by the population with 

spontaneous part icipation and interest . At present, certain 

fes t iva l s such as the May Day have died out, and others 

are but half-heartedly supported. 

Community sp i r i t as measured by degree of pa r t i c i 

pation in community events had declined over a long period 

of time. 

Today Goshen is a f r iendly , drowsy, l i t t l e town 

somewhat dilapidated and the worse for wear. The business 

street is l ined with tumbled down buildings and closed-up 

shops• 
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CHAPTER VI I 

SOCIAL CHANGE 

Definit ion 

The social structure of every society is subject to 

incessant change, growing or decaying, accommodating i t s e l f 

to variant conditions, and suffering continuous modifications. 

No society is ever in a s tat ic condition. Ins tab i l i ty and 

change have marked the source of social development since 

the beginning of culture. Society exists only as a time-

sequence, a state of becoming, not a being or a s tat ic body, 

a process and not an end product. I t is constantly changing 

toward an equilibrium with i ts environment but never at tain

ing i t , 1 2 6 

Thus a social structure is a web of present re la t ion

ships and l i v e s only as i t is maintained by the w i l l of 

human beings at the moment. I f conditions of l i f e were un

changing, society would be s t a t i c , but the conditions surround

ing human l i f e are always unstable and ever changing. 

Factors Causing Change 

Factors producing social change are complex and 

R. M. Maclver, Society, A Textbook of Sociology, 
(New York: Farrar and Rinehart, I n c . , 1937), pp. 391-396. 
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quite interdependent. But perhaps they may be divided under 

four headings: changes in physical environment, changes in 

population, changes in technology, and changes in the social 
127 

organization. Social change in Goshen w i l l be treated 

under these headings. 

Community Personali t ies 

We have been guided in our treatment of social change 

in Goshen by the concept of "Community L i fe Organization" 
128 

elaborated by Zimmerman. His thesis is that communities can 

be different ia ted according to their l i f e organizations or 

personality types. The personality of a community is defined 

as "orientation of the community over a r e l a t i v e l y long period 
•J pQ 

of time in relat ion to a central theme or idea." Once the 

theme becomes dominant and is established, an awareness of 

s e l f comes into being and develops into enforcing factors in 

the social evolution. Out of this comes a certain system of 

behavior peculiar to a community. 1 3 0 

Communities become integrated around motifs which 
work themselves into systems of behavior and endure until 
the dominance of a specif ic factor or motif has worn i t s e l f 

— 
Ib id . 

128 
Carle C. Zimmerman, The Changing Community, (New 

York: Harper and Brothers, 1938), p . 154. 
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out. Thus someone says that certain towns have changed so 

much that one can hardly recognize them. A new motif or 

motifs have entered into the community producing a new 

pattern of behavior. Examples are the changes in a v i l l age 

that has discovered o i l beneath i t or the changes resulting 
131 

from the entrance of a major highway into a town. 

Social Change in Coshen 

The social development of Goshen has been strongly 

Influenced by the complex interplay of certain dominant 

motifs or factors . These factors have produced a dis t inct 

community personali ty. As a motif became dominant or weak

ened, the personality of the v i l l age has changed. These 

specif ic factors have developed out of the physical environ

ment, population changes, technology, and changes in the 

social organization. 

Physical Environment.--The steady shrinkage of the 

arable land basis of Goshen has lowered the optimum popula

tion supported by agriculture. Bad i r r iga t ion practices caused 

a rise in the water table with resultant waterlogging and 

precipi tat ion of a l k a l i . Large acreages of land have been 

re t i red from cul t ivat ion and returned to grass and brush. 

A slow depopulation has resulted. 
At f i r s t the se t t lers grew grain and root crops. 
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Their economy was s t r i c t l y a subsistence economy until the 

establishment of Camp Floyd in 1858 opened up markets for 
n a y . grain, and dairy products. The wide expansion of wild 

hay permitted and encouraged l ivestock rais ing. The se t t le rs 

prospered and brought most of the arable land under cu l t iva t ion . 

With the abandonment of Camp Floyd just before the 

opening of h o s t i l i t i e s in the C i v i l War, Goshen was forced 

back to subsistence farming, and many l e f t the val ley to 

seek better farming areas. However the discovery of ore 

in the East Tintic Range once again opened markets, as 

mining camps sprang up. Mi l l ing companies, creameries, and 

many types of businesses were established to supply their 

needs• 

But the wheat lands became waterlogged and encrusted 

with a l k a l i . This resulted in a steady decrease in grain 

production. As more land returned to grass, the farmers began 

to extend their dairy business, but the r ise in state sani

tation requirements and increasing competition from dairies 

closer to the markets f i na l ly drove the local dairies out of 

business. 

The combination of sal t grass winter pastures, abundant 

wild hay, and grain plus free range on public lands provided 

a basis for the ca t t le industry upon which Goshen farmers have 

been dependent. To a degree this industry is quite inef f ic ien t 
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as few farmers in the v i l l age have large enough herds to permit 

prof i table operation. 

Sugar beets and a l fa l fa seed are other crops raised, 

as they tolerate a certain degree of a lka l in i ty . A few 

farmers have become wealthy from a l fa l fa seed production. 

The constant threat of a lka l i and waterlogging has 

forced the farmers of Goshen to turn to the ca t t le industry 

as the only crop that can u t i l i z e their land. The constant 

impoverishment of the so i l has led to a slow depopulation 

of the farming areas that at times has threatened the 

physical existence of Goshen. 

As farming became more d i f f i c u l t , many of the in

habitants turned to mining which had opened up the economic 

horizon of the d i s t r i c t . With increased mining a c t i v i t y , the 

population of Goshen increased from 1890 to 1900 over one 

hundred percent. Business f a c i l i t i e s developed, and many 

small industries were started. In time Goshen supplied 

most of her needs. 

Prom 1900 unti l no*-, population has osc i l la ted be

tween 400 and 600. When ore production has increased, 

population has Increased and when production has decreased 

population likewise has fa l l en . The mines permit a higher 

optimum of population than does the land. I f the mines were 

to shut down, a substantial percentage of the inhabitants 
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of Goshen would have to leave . Some release from economic 

pressure is provided by jobs in neighboring communities. 

However i f such jobs became r e l a t i ve ly permanent, the 
132 

family is l i k e l y to move. 

Population replacement has been a steady factor in 

the social development of Goshen. By now most of the 

descendants of the early colonizers have l e f t and have been 

replaced by other groups. The ones who l e f t were farmers 

leaving in search of better lands. Those coming in were 

miners. Concomitant with the population replacement, 

monopolization began to encroach on available lands. As 

the individual farmers sold out, a few families bought up 

their land. At the present time, i t is almost impossible 
133 

to buy land in or near Goshen. 

The interest and attention of the miners has been 

focused on the mines. To them, Goshen is a place of res i 

dence. They have l i t t l e interest in community a c t i v i t i e s 

and as a group do not part icipate to any large degree. The 

farmers who have l i v e d and worked in the v i l l age are more 

permanant and have participated in community a c t i v i t i e s and 

helped create community s p i r i t . As substantial numbers of 

those moved away many community a c t i v i t i e s ceased, and the 
139 

"See Chapter IV of the thesis . 
1 3 3 i b i d . 
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community suffered. 

Technology.—The inhabitants have eagerly adopted 

technological devices that decrease labor and increase 

ef f ic iency or make l i f e more pleasant. Farm machinery, 

automobiles, radios, and e l e c t r i c a l appliances have found 

ready acceptance. However, the introduction of hot water 

heaters and indoor t o i l e t s has been resisted by a sector of 

the population. 

Technology has revolutionized the l i f e of Goshen and 

influenced most of her ins t i tu t ions . As with so many 

v i l l ages s imilar ly situated the automobile and the a l l 

weather road made i t possible for Goshen people to patronize 

the larger nearby trade centers and seek recreation outside 

of the v i l l age and this has seriously affected local a c t i v i 

t i e s . Indeed the automobile has been the cause of almost 

the destruction of the business center of Goshen and weaken

ed community ins t i tu t ions . Vi l lage celebrations have decayed 

and community sp i r i t in general has become apathetic.1^5 

Social Organization.--Although technological improve

ments have been readily accepted new techniques of farming 

and l i v i n g have met strong resistence. The farmers have 

resented many of the recommendations of the county extension 

134 
See Chapter V of thesis . 
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139 

some of their precious water rights to better farming areas, 

or that the recommendations are not founded on sound farming 

experience. Department of Agriculture employees have said 

that Goshen is the hardest community in the county in which 

to work. The farmers have been very unwilling to accept 
1̂ 7 

their advice and recommendations. 

The main change in the social organization has been 

the slow spread of secularization with a lessening of the 

influence of the Church in the hearts and minds of the 

inhabitants. Secular agencies have here as elsewhere tended 
to crowd out Church influence in such f ie lds as education, 

138 

recreation, r e l i e f , and control of marriage ceremonies. 

The myriad stimuli from the outside world have encour

aged many habits contrary to Church doctrine such as drink

ing, smoking, worldly a c t i v i t i e s on the Sabbath, and sexual 

experimentation. The l i v e s of the people are focused upon 

other agencies and inst i tut ions for example government for 

public welfare assistance.139 
1 3 6 i b i d . 
137 

Interviews with Department of Agriculture o f f i c i a l s . 
138 

136 
agent. They are afraid that suggested changes might take 
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Social change has also modified the educational system. 

Goshen once proud of her local school has los t in teres t . 

Control has passed from the v i l l a g e , and the people tend to 

fee l that i t no longer belongs to them but is a county 
140 

ins t i tu t ion . 

Thus Goshen in the course of her history has seen 

a period of slow growth, a flowering and expansion, and then 

a period of slow decl ine. Social change has produced a 

v i l l age quite different from that of yesterday. 

Forces Working Toward Social Change 

Secularization.--This has already been treated to a 

degree. The study of Goshen has shown that here as is so 

much the case in rural America, r e l ig ion has slowly retreat

ed from the once dominant position i t had in the social 

structure of the community. As i t l o s t one function af ter 

another, i t s power to modify behavior weakened. Thus the 

power of theological be l i e f s to impell action and compliance 

are greatly weakened. 

Communication.--The mass media of communication such 

as the cinema, the radio, newspapers, magazines, and schools 

submit the inhabitants to a constant conscious rain of 

stimuli toward a l i f e experience much wider than their own. 

The forces of urbanization are perhaps more powerful in this 

area than any other. 
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Education.—This is one of the most powerful agencies 

of social change. In the school the young are brought into 

contact with many and varied ways of thinking and doing 

and with wider horizons a l l of which tend to make them 

discontented with their narrower home and v i l l a g e l i f e . 

Industr ial izat ion.--The industr ial izat ion of Salt Lake 

and Utah Counties is beginning to af fec t the v i l l a g e . Many 

of the inhabitants influenced by the existance of steady 

jobs and higher wages are thinking of moving, and the 

younger people are leaving upon completion of high school or 

when they reach the age of eighteen. Even among those who 

stay, the talk of high wages produces a restlessness. 

Government Agencies.--The Department of Agriculture 

through the Extension Divis ion, Soi l Conservation Bureau, 

and other agencies are now profoundly modifying the culture 

of Goshen. Price supports have given the farmer economic 

security. Government s o i l conservation po l ic ies encourage 

him to Improve and conserve his s o i l . The extension divis ion 

is trying to teach him sc i en t i f i c farming methods. Thus, 

l i t t l e by l i t t l e the old t radi t ional ways of farming and l i v i n g 

are giving way to a new agriculture sustained by science. 

There is more opposition to i t in Goshen than in most Utah 

County towns, but higher income is a potent factor here in 
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creating the desire to change. 

Transportation.—The development of an a l l weather 

highway through Goshen, as has been mentioned, resulted in 

weakening loca l business establishments. The depression in 

the th i r t ies finished the job of making Goshen a v i l l a g e , 

dependent upon outside business and commercial services . 

There is now a program, at least in preliminary stage, 

to develop a continental highway running from Salt Lake ^ i ty 

along the west side of Utah Lake to connect with Highway 

Six. This highway w i l l run very close to Goshen, and i f 

bui l t w i l l undoubtedly result in social changes, as f a c i l i t i e s 

w i l l here be developed to supply needs of increased auto

mobile t r ave l . 

Forces Retarding Social Change 

Conservatism and Inertia.--These are the two most 

powerful forces hindering and thwarting rapid social change. 

The tradit ional customs and ways of doing things especial ly 

have a profound hold on the minds of the inhabitants in 

the v i l l ages such as Goshen which hold is not eas i ly shaken. 

Passive resistence is a powerful weapon used to defend 

threatened cultural values. As too rapid social change is 

disruptive to the social structure, conservatism and iner t ia 

i f not too strong permit the group to se lec t and modify the 
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new influence in such a manner that they f i t eas i ly into the 

cultural pattern of the group without disrupting or destroy

ing i t . 

The Church.—Religion has been one of the central 

motivating forces in the social organization of Goshen. 

Religious motivation was the most predominant force in the 

l i ve s of i t s founders. I t was strong enough to support them 

in one of the most notable mass Immigrations in his tory. 

Religion being perhaps the most conservative in

fluence in the l i ve s of men has here tended to oppose new 

t ra i t s or ideas which might weaken or threaten i t s be l ie fs 

and pract ices . 

Mormonism in Goshen rea l ly developed the cultural 

framework in which the v i l l age has i ts being. Under the 

exigencies of modern social change i t has slowly weakened 

and los t i t s former posit ion of dominance, but i t s t i l l 

persists as a strong motivating and s tab i l i z ing force which 

although constantly being modified s t i l l in turn modifies the 

forces that tend to undermine I t . 

Goshen once was a struggling front ier hamlet working 

hard to become established In a host i le physical environment. 

Because of a lka l i and waterlogging, i t was forced from one 

type of farming to another. The constant hardships led to 

one migration after another threatening the physical existence 
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of the v i l l a g e , this continuing until the development of the 

mines in the East Tintic Range. Then prosperity came, and 

Goshen became a thr iving, hustling, progressive town looking 

to the future with confidence. But in time the mines lowered 

production. Many of them were worked down to the water l e v e l , 

and otners closed down because of low metal pr ices . The 

1930 depression culminated in Goshen los ing , to a great 

extent, her local commercial ins t i tu t ions . Population 

decreased again, and today the v i l l age is apathetic; sunk 

In the routine of day-by-day l i v i n g . I t is now subject 

to national economic and social forces which i t does not 

understand. Goshen seemingly has los t the power to control 

her own destiny and has become a submarginal community, 

economically and soc i a l l y . 
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CHAPTER V I I I 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Conclusions 

Goshen has now been in existence for over 90 years. 

Despite the hardships of settlement, despite so i l erosion, 

waterlogging, a l k a l i , and heavy pressure upon the land that 

at times has reduced the population by half; despite eco

nomic crises and depressions that destroyed i t s once 

thriving business d i s t r i c t ; Goshen has survived. 

At times, i t has faced depopulation, but before 

disorganization set in , the development of a new economic 

resource saved the v i l l a g e . Thus the establishment of an 

army post near by and the opening of a mining d i s t r i c t 

have at different times l i f t e d Goshen from economic c r i s e s . 1 4 -

Changes have taken place in the social organization. 

Occupational groupings have divided a once unified farming 

v i l l age into special interest groups. The common social 

bonds that at one time held the people together have weakened 

or vanished. The v i l l age is s t i l l a strong primary unit 

but not as strong as i t once was. 

141 
See Chapter IV of thesis . 
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Improved means of transportation and communication 

have broken down isolat ion and brought Goshen into intimate 

contact with the rapidly changing l i f e of the nation. I t s 

fate is t ied up with the world about i t . Economic forces , 

poorly understood by the inhabitants, bring ei ther poverty 

or prosperi ty. 

This, then, is Goshen today; a v i l l age sunk in the 

apathetic routine of day-by-day l i v i n g but uneasy about 

the future. The throb of industr ial izat ion in near-by 

communities is f e l t in the loss of the young seeking jobs 

in the s teel mil ls of Geneva. As the economic basis 

Cdon t racts , the people wonder whether or not they too can 

get a small factory. 

Elements of ins t ab i l i ty threaten the social organizati 

The church and the school are not as inf luent ial in the l i v e s 

of the inhabitants as they once were. Automobiles have 

drawn the people apart, as their outside interests widen. 

The young are sharply c r i t i c a l of v i l l age ins t i tu t ions . 

The land is becoming impoverished, and the mines no longer 

employ the number of men they once did. Conflicts have 

entered into the community, sp l i t t i ng i t into fact ions. 

Community fee l ing has declined great ly . 

I t is d i f f i c u l t to say what the future w i l l bring. 

I f the mines decrease production and s o i l loss to erosion, 



www.manaraa.com

122 

a l k a l i , and waterlogging continues, Goshen may dis integrate . 

At different times, Church leaders and government o f f i c i a l s 

have urged that the people abandon the v i l l age and move to 

Elberta with their water r ights , but they have refused. to 

leave their homes. 

I f the mines increase production, and the so i l is 

s t ab i l i zed , then perhaps the v i l l age w i l l become s tabi l ized 

as a small farm and mining community without many community 

a c t i v i t i e s ; a residence for workers and farmers. 

A program of research is needed to discover the trends 

of Mormon v i l l a g e s . What is taking place among them? 

Programs of rehabil i tat ion need to be organized. The 

problems of Goshen are the problems of many rural communities; 

heavy population pressure upon the land, immigration of the 

young, and decay of community sp i r i t and ins t i tu t ions . 

Goshen is a I ormon community, and the Church is s t i l l 

one of the most Important s t ab i l i z ing and integrating 

factors in the social structure. There exists in the Church 

organization an e f f i c i en t machinery for social control to 

implant programs based upon r ea l i t y and sc ien t i f i c knowledge 

for community betterment. The great need is for research 

to discover what the problems are and methods to deal with them. 

The study indicated that cooperatives might constitute 
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part of the total answer as well as a method by which the 

v i l l agers can help themselves. 

In Goshen cooperative herds might be organized among 

smaller farmers to gain the economies and e f f ic ienc ies of 

large scale operation. Bull rings need to be started to 

improve the quality of the l ives tock . Small scale industries 

might be started by cooperative action to u t i l i z e spare time 

and waste materials. Recreational f a c i l i t i e s so badly 

needed could be provided. A small health center for the 

entire va l l ey is a p o s s i b i l i t y . The opportunities for 

cooperative action are almost i n f i n i t e . As the people have 

had no experience in organization or development of cooperatives, 

trained personnel is needed to demonstrate to them cooperative 

techniques. There is a dis t inct p o s s i b i l i t y that cooperatives 

which have done so much in Europe might be able to restore 

new l i f e to Goshen, integrating and strengthening the 

social organization. 

Besides cooperatives, help must come from governmental 

or state agencies to drain land, prevent so i l erosion, find 

new crops that w i l l grow on alkaline s o i l s , and set up a 

new or better program of economic and social rehabi l i ta t ion, 

i f Goshen is to become an e f f ec t ive functioning community. 

Recommendations for Research 

The recommendations are made in l igh t of the present 
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study as suggestions for research that might increase the 

knowledge of trends and problems of the community thus 

providing a new base for action. 

F i r s t , a long term program of research needs to be 

set up in Utah to study the social processes at work in 

the communities and their significance in the social develop

ment of the s ta te . Utah is in a period of rapid social 

change created by industr ia l izat ion, immigration, and 

in f la t ion . 

Land Tenure.--Research is needed to trace changes in 

land distribution and ownership. 

Mormon Family.--There is much to be done in the study 

of the Mormon family, i t s o r ig in , development, and present 

trends. 

Position of the Church.--The position of the Church 

in the social organization has changed grea t ly . How e f fec t ive 

is i t in motivating human behavior? Is i t e f f ec t ive in i t s 

goals and programs? 

Sex and Moral Patterns.--Sex patterns are changing 

expecial ly among the younger groups. In what way are they 

changing? Is the code of s t r i c t chastity for both sexes 

s t i l l adhered to? What modifications are taking place? 

Education.--Is the school system adopted to the needs 
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of Utah rural youth? What changes, i f any, are needed? 

Mormon V i l l a g e . H o w e f f i c i e n t is the Mormon v i l l age 

in meeting the needs of i t s inhabitants? Is i t l i k e l y to 

endure in the future, or along what l ines w i l l i t change? 

What are the effects of industrial ization? 

Cultural Contacts.--A wide f i e l d of study is found 

in the contacts between Mormon and non-Mormon groups. What 

modifications are taking place in the behavior patterns of 

the two groups? 
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THESIS OUTLINE AND THESIS SCHEDULE 

Thesis Outline 

I . INTRODUCTION 
A. Reasons For Choice of Subject 
B. Selection of Vi l lage for Study 
C. Statement of Problem 
D. Previous Work in the Fie ld 
E. Organization of Thesis 
F. Sources of Information 
G. Definit ion of Concepts 

I I . PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
A. General Description 
B. Climate 
C. Natural Resources 

I I I . SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF GOSHEN 
A. Characteristics of Mormon Colonization 
B. Colonization of Utah Valley 
C. History of Goshen 

IV. POPULATION 
A. Ethnic Groups 
B. Origin of Population 
C. Migration 
D. Summary 

V. ECONOMIC STRUCTURE 
A. Occupational Structure 
B. Agriculture 
C. Livestock 
D. Livestock Management 
E. Poultry 
F. Types of Crops 
G. Farm Size and Land Tenure 
H. Farm Income 
I . Other Occupations 
J. Modern Conveniences 
K. Housing 
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L. Summary 

V I . SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 
A. Significant Social Attitudes 
B. Conservatism 
C. Music and Drama 
D. Education 
E. Leadership 
P. Friendliness 
G. Religious Structure 
H. Financial System of Church 
I . Summary of Data 
J. Class Structure 
K. Education 
L. Libraries 
M. Lodges and Clubs 
N. Recreation 
0. Books and Magazines 
P. P o l i t i c a l Structure 
Q. Community A c t i v i t i e s and Spi r i t 
R. Summary 

V I I . SOCIAL CHANGE 
A. Definition 
B. Factors Causing Change 
C Community Personali t ies 
D. Social Change in Goshen 
E. Forces Working Toward Social Change 
F. Forces Retarding Social Change 

V I I I . CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
A. Conclusions 
B. Recommendations for Research 
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Rel ig ion . . 2. Place of bir th . 

Occupation. , 4. Other occupations practised 
5 . Last Grade completed. 

Last grade completed by spouse. . 7. Length of 
residence in Goshen. 

Where before coming to Goshen._ . 9. Why move 
to Goshen? . 

Have you l i v e d in other residences in Goshen? How many 

Do you own your own home or rent 

I f born in Goshen where do your brothers and sis ters l i v e 
at present? 

Sex Residence Occupation Last grade completed 

Occupation of father. . Education of father 
, of mother. • 

Birthplace of parents. . 

Number of children in your family. . Living and 
dead. 

Sex Ages Residence Occupation Education 

Thesis Schedule 

Sex. 
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16. Home• 
a. Type, 
b. Appearance". • 
c . E l e c t r i c i t y . . 
d. Water supply. . 
e . Plumbing f a c i l i t i e s . 
f. Cooking f a c i l i t i e s . Type of range or s tove. 
g . E lec t r ica l Appliances. 

(1) Washer. . Age. 
(2) Radio. . 
(3) Iron. . 
(4) Vacuum Cleaner. . 
(5) Refrigerat ion. . 
(6) Mixer. . 
(7) Waffle Iron. 
(8) Toaster. 

h. Age of home, approx. 
i . Car. . 
j . Types of books in home. 
k. Magazines subscribed to . 
1. Newspapers subscribed to . 
m. Books borrowed from l i b r a r i e s . 

17. Farm. 
a. Owner or tenant. 
b. Size of farm. 
c. Land in one piece , divided in s t r ips . 
d. Cash crops. • 
e . Garden. • 
f. Poultry. . 

Lives tock• 
h. Markets. • How marketed. 

18. I f employed, where do you work? 
Job Class i f ica t ion . 

19. Organizations that members of the family belong t o . 

Social In or out of Goshen. 

a. 
b . 
c. 
d. 

Occupational 

a. 
b.; 
c. 
d.' 
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20. Rel ig ion . 
a. How often do you attend Sunday School? Once a month. 

. Twice a month. . More. 
b. Sacrament. . 
c. Priesthood. . 
d. Mutual. . 
e . Primary. . 
f. Priesthood held by male members of the family. 

* • 

g. Reasons given for not attending. . 
h. Tithing and fast offerings paid. . 
i . Do you smoke tobacco? , drink alcohol? 

Does any member of your family? . 
j . Were you married in the temple? . 

21. Recreation. 
a. Where do you go to see a snow? . 

How often? . 
b. Dances. . 
c. Other types of recreation• _ . 
d. Do you participate in many types of recreational 

ac t iv i ty in Goshen? . 

22. Trade Areas. 
a. Where do you bank? . 
b . Euy groceries? . 
c. Furniture? 
d. Feed and farm supplies. __. 
e . Clothing? . 
f. Farm machinery? 
g. Catalogue buying? . 
h. What towns do you v i s i t most? . 

23. Estimate your income. $1-2,000. , $2-3,000. 
$3-4,000. , $4-5,000. , $5-10,000. , 
Above §10,000. . 

24. What do you think of Goshen as a place to l i v e ? 

25. Do you belong to any Voluntary medical organizations? 

26. Do you owe any medical b i l l s ? 
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